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A B S T R A C T
Distributed environmental research infrastructures are important to support assessments of the eﬀects of global
change on landscapes, ecosystems and society. These infrastructures need to provide continuity to address long-
term change, yet be ﬂexible enough to respond to rapid societal and technological developments that modify
research priorities. We used a horizon scanning exercise to identify and prioritize emerging research questions
for the future development of ecosystem and socio-ecological research infrastructures in Europe. Twenty re-
search questions covered topics related to (i) ecosystem structures and processes, (ii) the impacts of anthro-
pogenic drivers on ecosystems, (iii) ecosystem services and socio-ecological systems and (iv), methods and
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research infrastructures. Several key priorities for the development of research infrastructures emerged.
Addressing complex environmental issues requires the adoption of a whole-system approach, achieved through
integration of biotic, abiotic and socio-economic measurements. Interoperability among diﬀerent research in-
frastructures needs to be improved by developing standard measurements, harmonizing methods, and estab-
lishing capacities and tools for data integration, processing, storage and analysis. Future research infrastructures
should support a range of methodological approaches including observation, experiments and modelling. They
should also have ﬂexibility to respond to new requirements, for example by adjusting the spatio-temporal design
of measurements. When new methods are introduced, compatibility with important long-term data series must
be ensured. Finally, indicators, tools, and transdisciplinary approaches to identify, quantify and value ecosystem
services across spatial scales and domains need to be advanced.
1. Introduction
A key issue for environmental research is to answer complex ques-
tions emerging from the grand environmental challenges facing
humanity. Scientiﬁc research is required to objectively inform how
society can mitigate and adapt to threats posed by climate change,
biodiversity loss, deteriorating water quality, resource supply, migra-
tion and food security (United Nations, 2015). Understanding multiple
aspects of global change requires long-term observations over large
spatial scales, experiments, comparative studies and sophisticated fa-
cilities for computation (Schimel and Keller, 2015). These are most
eﬃciently achieved through distributed research infrastructures, i.e.
multi-national geographically separated place-based entities that per-
form, facilitate or sponsor research (OECD, 2014), usually with relevant
stakeholders (Angelstam et al., 2019). Elements of these research in-
frastructures may vary in scope, size and instrumentation, but as part of
coordinated networks they facilitate research on overarching research
questions. Remote sensing techniques are an integral part of this con-
cept as they oﬀer multiple opportunities to extend the spatial and
temporal scope. To steer planning and prioritization, it is necessary to
identify key issues and questions that distributed research infra-
structures should address.
Research infrastructures dedicated to long-term ecosystem research
are typically fragmented, unevenly distributed in space and focused
towards speciﬁc scientiﬁc questions (Haase et al., 2018). One initiative
trying to overcome these limitations is the European Long-Term Eco-
logical Research Network (LTER-Europe). Its main objective is to en-
hance the understanding of processes that shape ecosystems and socio-
ecological systems under global change (Mirtl et al., 2018). The
network currently comprises 25 national networks with a pool of
around 400 LTER sites (DEIMS-SDR 2019) and about 45 active LTSER
(Long-Term Socio-Ecological Research) platforms (Angelstam et al.,
2019; Haberl et al., 2006). These cover the main European ecosystem
types, climatic and land use gradients, and usually involve co-located
measurements of physical, chemical, biological and socio-economic
variables. LTER-Europe is part of the global network ILTER (Interna-
tional Long-Term Ecological Research). The Critical Zone Observatories
(CZO) represent another interdisciplinary research network created to
study the chemical, physical, and biological processes that shape Earth's
surface (Lin et al., 2011; White et al., 2015). The CZO program was
funded in 2007 by the U.S. National Science Foundation, and was ex-
tended to Europe in the SoilTrEC initiative (Banwart et al., 2011).
Currently there are around 230 sites registered in the global Critical
Zone Exploration Network (CZEN, 2019), many of them located in
Europe. The wide range of expertise, topics and measurements across
the ILTER and the CZO networks provides unique opportunities to
foster cross-disciplinary research. Nevertheless, diﬀerent histories of
research sites have resulted in considerable heterogeneity in research
approaches, measurements and methods which hamper cross-site and
cross-network analyses. Therefore, LTER-Europe and the European CZO
community are collaborating in the EU funded project eLTER H2020
(LTER-Europe, 2019) to improve the existing network of LTER sites and
LTSER platforms and to implement an improved co-location approach
with Critical Zone Observatories in Europe.
The establishment and operation of research infrastructures need to
be based on a strategic research agenda (Haberl et al., 2006; NEON,
2011; TERN, 2013). Many aspects of global change are diﬃcult to
predict since rapid societal changes and technological developments
Fig. 1. Conceptual scheme illustrating the identiﬁcation of the 20 priority questions for future ecosystem research infrastructure development. Grey areas indicate
the initial collection of research questions while the prioritization process is highlighted in orange.
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may have unknown, unforeseen and potentially interactive eﬀects on
ecosystems and social systems. Thus, long-term research strategies need
to be regularly reviewed to allow the most appropriate adjustment of
existing research infrastructures. Horizon scanning methods represent a
common tool to detect emerging issues by consulting a large group of
individuals (Sutherland et al., 2011). They have been applied in a range
of scientiﬁc ﬁelds such as conservation (Dicks et al., 2013), agriculture
(Pretty et al., 2010) and sustainability science (Shackleton et al., 2017).
Here we report on an extensive horizon scanning exercise that was
motivated by the current eﬀorts to further enhance the LTER-Europe
and CZO site networks. The aim was to capture, classify and prioritize
research questions that need to be considered for the future develop-
ment of long-term ecosystem and socio-ecological research infra-
structures. The focus was on research questions that are currently
emerging or which address important knowledge gaps.
2. Methods
The horizon scanning presented in this work (Fig. 1) followed a
modiﬁed Delphi approach as described by Sutherland et al. (2015). The
core team (authors of this article) comprised 28 experts from a range of
disciplines (e.g. terrestrial and aquatic ecology, Earth science, soil sci-
ence, forest science, landscape ecology, sustainability science) origi-
nating from the international LTER and CZO communities as well as
scientists not linked to either community. People were selected from the
personal networks of the leading team (four people; MM, GG, NN, SK),
and hence do not represent a random sample of scientists. The core
team included both research infrastructure managers and scientists
using research infrastructures. Following Pretty et al. (2010) we did not
conduct a workshop but implemented several online surveys (Fig. 1).
The core team members collected emerging research questions in their
personal networks by spreading a link to an online survey. Thus, re-
search questions were obtained from both core team members and
other people who were invited by them to participate in the survey.
Survey participants were requested to identify emerging questions re-
lated to ecosystem and socio-ecological research that have not been
suﬃciently addressed to date, and that form important gaps in
knowledge. They were also asked to provide requirements for future
ecosystem research infrastructure development. The survey was re-
stricted to terrestrial, freshwater and transitional water systems (coasts,
estuaries but no open marine systems) and encompassed both the biotic
and abiotic components of ecosystems as well as their relationships to
humans. Participation during all stages was anonymous, so that re-
sponses could not be linked to the identity or origin of participants.
A total of 98 research questions from 55 individuals (core team
members plus participants invited by them; see above) were collected
(Fig. 1, Supplementary material 1). Questions were consolidated to
eliminate duplicates and to edit language. This was done by the leading
team. Research questions were then assigned to four overarching
themes that reﬂect diﬀerent levels of interaction between humans and
ecosystems (i-iii), or focus on methods and infrastructural needs (iv):
(i) Ecosystem structures and processes: Fundamental questions in
ecosystem research without explicitly linking them to human ac-
tivity (23 questions).
(ii) Impact of anthropogenic drivers on ecosystems: How humans alter
ecosystem structures and processes (33 questions).
(iii) Ecosystem services and socio-ecological systems: How humans
depend on ecosystems, and in which ways human societies may
respond to maintain essential ecosystem services (25 questions).
(iv) Methods and infrastructures: The methodological advancements
that are required to address complex issues in ecosystem research
(17 questions).
The categorization of questions also considered the additional ex-
planations provided by the contributors. Core team members were
asked to rank the consolidated research questions according to their
relevance for future ecosystem research infrastructure development on
a scale ranging from 1 (lowest) to 10 (highest relevance). For each
question a mean score was calculated. The four highest scored questions
per theme were chosen for discussion by the core team, in total 16
questions (Fig. 1). This stratiﬁcation approach was chosen to reduce
potential bias due to the composition of the core team and to widen the
range of topics. Core team members were given the opportunity to
comment on this selection and to express their agreement or disagree-
ment. As a result of this discussion process questions were re-
formulated, merged or widened in scope. Further, core team members
were asked to name one additional question per theme from the list of
lower ranked questions that would deserve further consideration as
well and to justify their choice. The option to re-instate initially lower
ranked issues as part of the discussion process is implemented in many
Delphi-approaches (Sutherland et al., 2011). The highest ranked ques-
tions and possible alternatives were further consolidated and ranked
again using the same scale as described above. The resulting ﬁve
highest ranked questions within the four themes were included in the
list of the 20 most important research questions. These questions were
further reﬁned by the horizon scanning core team. In the results section,
we consider each of the these 20 questions in turn, specify current gaps
in knowledge and set out the consequent needs for ecosystem research
infrastructure development.
3. Results
3.1. Research questions focusing on ecosystem structures and processes
Q1. How do changes in species diversity, functional diversity and
community composition aﬀect ecosystem functioning?
It is generally accepted that biodiversity underpins the functioning
of ecosystems and that species loss can reduce functions such as bio-
mass production or decomposition (Tilman et al., 2014). To date, evi-
dence for the latter hypothesis is largely based on experiments in sim-
pliﬁed ecosystems, with few studies on real-world ecosystems with
complex trophic interactions (Tilman et al., 2014). Measures of func-
tional diversity have increasingly attracted attention as they can im-
prove understanding of mechanisms underlying ecosystem functioning
and the provision of ecosystem services (Cadotte et al., 2011), and the
response of communities to disturbances (Mouillot et al., 2013b).
Nevertheless, many aspects of the relationship between biodiversity
components and ecosystem functioning remain unexplored. It is still not
fully understood to what extent functions of particular species can be
compensated by others (functional redundancy, Mouillot et al. (2013a),
whether shifts in functional trait space can be used to quantify eco-
system resilience (Mori et al., 2013) and how trait variation changes in
relation to speciﬁc disturbances (Bjorkman et al., 2018; Kissling et al.,
2018b).
A basic requirement to address these questions is to further develop
biodiversity monitoring schemes that represent a wide range of taxo-
nomic groups, trophic levels, species traits, functional types, habitats
and ecosystems. To explore the relationships between species assem-
blages and ecosystem functioning, measurements of biodiversity and
abiotic variables need to be coordinated in space and time. Research
infrastructures will need to conform to established data standards to
enhance interoperability. This will maximize the potential to infer the
functionality of individual species and assemblages, and aid the de-
velopment of functional diversity indices that work across temporal and
spatial scales. As more trait information becomes available, the eﬀorts
to compile such information in trait databases should be advanced (e.g.
Kattge et al., 2011). Such databases should explicitly consider in-
traspeciﬁc trait variability (Kissling et al., 2018b) to examine how this
variability aﬀects whole communities (Bjorkman et al., 2018; Carmona
et al., 2015). In order to identify functions of individual species it is also
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necessary to establish facilities for experiments, for example enclosure
experiments to measure interacting eﬀects of keystone and invasive
species on soil functions and productivity (Mahon and Crist, 2019).
Q2. How can we restore degraded soils in order to improve soil
functions and services?
Approximately one third of the world's soils are considered de-
graded, i.e. their capacity to provide ecosystem services is signiﬁcantly
diminished (FAO and ITPS, 2015). Major threats include decrease in
soil organic matter, erosion, landslides, contamination, sealing, com-
paction, decline in biodiversity, salinization, acidiﬁcation, eutrophica-
tion, and desertiﬁcation (Kibblewhite et al., 2008). Given the funda-
mental importance of soils in ensuring human wellbeing (Amundson
et al., 2015), soil protection and restoration have become major issues
in environmental science and policy. Key strategies to improve soil
quality include measures to reduce erosion, increase soil organic
matter, maintain appropriate micro- and macronutrient availability,
promote soil biodiversity and enhance rhizosphere processes (Lal,
2015). There are several ways to implement these strategies. For ex-
ample, soil organic matter content can be increased by establishing
perennial grassland or forest, increasing organic matter inputs or re-
ducing tillage. The success of such practices may largely depend on site-
speciﬁc environmental conditions such as climate (Ogle et al., 2005)
and land use (Giller et al., 2015). Research is needed to identify and
develop the most appropriate soil restoration measures considering
environmental and socio-economic aspects. It is important to develop
tools that quantify and monitor soil functions and relate soil fertility
and function to land use practices and organic matter management.
Since many soil processes are rather slow, long-term approaches are
needed. Soil monitoring in existing site networks should be extended to
areas where restoration measures have been or will be implemented.
Controlled experiments are needed to explore mechanisms underlying
the successful restoration of soils. These experiments would beneﬁt
from placement in existing long-term research sites to align with ex-
isting observations of environmental parameters and enable the im-
plementation of a Before-After Control-Impact (BACI) design
(Smokorowski and Randall, 2017; Stewart-Oaten et al., 1986). Many
soil properties show considerable spatial variation that complicates the
detection of trends, e.g. in soil organic carbon (Saby et al., 2008). Thus,
for large-scale restoration approaches remote sensing may be appro-
priate for detecting change, e.g. visible, near-infrared (VNIR) and mid-
infrared (MIR) diﬀuse reﬂectance spectroscopy (DRS) to measure soil
organic carbon (McDowell et al., 2012).
Q3. Can we quantify the lags between external stressors, biotic
responses and dependent ecosystem processes?
The response of species to natural or anthropogenic drivers is often
delayed (Devictor et al., 2012; Gilbert and Levine, 2013). The extent of
time lags may depend on species traits, the type of disturbance
(Hylander and Ehrlen, 2013) and overall ecosystem complexity
(Cadenasso et al., 2006). A recent theoretical framework proposes that
speciﬁc lags occur at each link in cause-eﬀect chains that occur across
diﬀerent organizational levels of biodiversity (Essl et al., 2015b). In this
way time lags accumulate at more complex organizational levels.
Changes in ecosystem processes may only become visible long after
changes in the underpinning biodiversity components have occurred.
Therefore, time lags have the potential to alter human perception of
biodiversity change particularly when ecosystem service provision is
not immediately aﬀected (Essl et al., 2015a). A proper quantiﬁcation of
time lags and an understanding of mechanisms that drive them are
indispensable to inform policy and biodiversity management.
The expansion of monitoring networks that measure biodiversity at
diﬀerent organizational levels and drivers of biodiversity change is
essential for assessing time lags (Essl et al., 2015a). Eﬀorts to compile
historical data should be strengthened to explain the role of time lags in
patterns of contemporary biodiversity and to identify baselines to
which changes can be compared. To improve the understanding of
mechanisms modulating lagged biodiversity response, long-term ex-
perimental approaches are needed. This is especially challenging for
ecosystems dominated by long-lived species such as trees, where the
consequences of changes occurring today may only be visible after
decades or even centuries.
Q4. How do the multi-species interactions that underpin ecosystem
services vary across space and time?
The structure and functioning of an ecosystem depends on its net-
work of interactions. Network linkages deliver many ecosystem ser-
vices, e.g. pollination of wild and cultivated plants, pest control, carbon
and nutrient cycling (de Vries et al., 2013; Hagen et al., 2012). Global
change can lead to considerable alteration of species interactions and
service delivery (Angelstam et al., 2017; Burkle et al., 2013; Gray et al.,
2016). Little is known about how complex interaction networks vary
across space and time (Kissling and Schleuning, 2015). Moreover, biotic
interactions are widely ignored in forecasting biodiversity changes in
relation to climate and land use change (Kissling et al., 2012; Wisz
et al., 2013). Currently there is no widely established monitoring
system to track changes in species interactions over space and time
(Navarro et al., 2017).
Long-term species observations within current site networks need to
be extended by monitoring targeted species interactions in relation to
key drivers of change. A focal set of relevant species interactions and
associated measurements (e.g. via human observations, sensor net-
works, isotope and gut analyses etc.) need to be identiﬁed and re-
corded. Given the obvious monetary constraints innovative and cost-
eﬀective approaches that can be applied across environmental gradients
are needed (Hegland et al., 2010). Suggestions for such measurements
have been made by the Group on Earth Observation (Walters and
Scholes, 2017). Monitoring should include a wide variety of biotic in-
teractions with relevance to ecosystem services and explicitly include
below-ground interactions which commonly receive little attention
(van der Linde et al., 2018).
Q5. How is community structure related to landscape level processes?
The composition of local biological communities is determined by
factors acting across spatial scales. The size of the regional species pool
is key (Cornell and Harrison, 2014), reﬂecting historical and evolu-
tionary processes as well as large-scale environmental gradients
(Svenning et al., 2010). Small scale environmental heterogeneity and
the biophysical properties of habitats have been identiﬁed as key fac-
tors inﬂuencing species communities at the local scale (Tonkin et al.,
2016). In addition, local biodiversity patterns are determined by
structures and processes beyond the local level (Leibold et al., 2004;
Tscharntke et al., 2012b). For example, species traits and landscape
structure inﬂuence dispersal and persistence of species (Hagen et al.,
2012) and thus the composition of local communities. There are still
many unanswered questions resulting from the complexity of associated
processes, interactions and feedback mechanisms. In particular there
are gaps in understanding of interactions of habitat loss and fragmen-
tation as well as the role of the matrix and habitat edges (Spiesman
et al., 2018; Tscharntke et al., 2012b). Research is needed on the re-
lationships between landscape level processes, functional diversity and
important services, for example pollination (Hass et al., 2018) and
biological control (Grab et al., 2018).
To investigate the relevance of the landscape for local communities,
comparative ﬁeld studies replicated across diﬀerent landscape settings
are required. Observational studies should be complemented by ex-
periments to assess the relative importance of diﬀerent drivers and to
identify the mechanisms behind community changes. Data on potential
drivers such as climate, pollution, landscape composition and habitat
connectivity need to be collected beyond the local scale in catchments,
landscapes and regions. Remote sensing may be appropriate for col-
lecting such data.
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3.2. Research questions addressing the impact of anthropogenic drivers on
ecosystems
Q6. How will climate change aﬀect the carbon cycle and what are the
consequences for the provision of ecosystem services?
Climate change inﬂuences the cycling of energy and matter in ter-
restrial and aquatic systems via linkages to biogeochemical cycles of
carbon, water and nutrients (Ciais et al., 2013). Although rising CO2
levels have the potential to stimulate plant productivity and hence
carbon sequestration, the strength, sustainability and spatial variability
of this carbon sink remains poorly understood (Donohue et al., 2013;
Lindner et al., 2014; Zhu et al., 2016). Links between biogeochemical
cycles can accelerate the eﬀects of climate change on ecosystems.
Changes in temperature and soil water availability have the potential to
reduce the stability of soil organic matter (SOM) pools (Schmidt et al.,
2011) and to increase carbon and nutrient losses by erosion (Frank
et al., 2015). Such alterations may also increase decomposition rates,
accelerate CO2 eﬄux and the release of dissolved organic carbon (DOC)
to drainage waters (Camino-Serrano et al., 2016). However, eﬀects of
changing temperature and soil moisture on SOM decomposition rates
remain poorly quantiﬁed (Aerts, 2006). Alterations in soil nutrient
availability and plant nitrogen use eﬃciency in a changing climate may
have marked impacts on ecosystem responses, particularly in pre-
viously nutrient-poor ecosystems (Kanter et al., 2016; Karhu et al.,
2014). Carbon cycle sensitivity to climate change is arguably greatest in
the Arctic, which is also warming fastest (Kramshøj et al., 2016). Fur-
thermore, wetland and permafrost ecosystems in particular have en-
ormous climate-feedback potential due to their large organic carbon
storage in soils and their methane production capacity (Davidson and
Janssens, 2006). Climate change impacts on the terrestrial carbon store
are likely to have profound consequences for the delivery of ecosystem
services including carbon sequestration and the production of drinking
water and food. Climate-induced eﬀects on soil aggregation and dis-
aggregation, soil carbon turnover rates (Banwart et al., 2012) and the
fate of nutrients and toxins released from SOM decomposition
(Karmakar et al., 2015) require further studies. The terrestrial carbon
cycle and fundamental ecosystem services are tightly interlinked. There
is potential for climate change-related tipping points, whereby rela-
tively small changes may result in massive carbon releases and forest
dieback (Lindroth et al., 2009; Seidl et al., 2014). While speciﬁc pro-
cesses are being studied in isolation at single sites, a much more com-
prehensive, integrated system-scale approach will be required to un-
derstand the broader complexities of climate change impacts on
ecosystem functions. This will require research infrastructures operated
in a sustainable manner along ecological and land use gradients at
continental or global scale (Djukic et al., 2018). Experiments addressing
e.g. feedbacks or the eﬃciency of ecosystem management options
should be integrated with long-term observatories.
Q7. What is the impact of increases in the frequency and intensity of
extreme events on ecosystems as compared to gradual long-term
changes in environmental conditions?
Models of climate change project an increase in frequency and in-
tensity of extreme weather events (Kirtman et al., 2013). Extreme
events such as storms, ﬂoods, forest ﬁres, droughts or heatwaves can
have strong ecological impacts at various levels of organization, from
individuals (Pipoly et al., 2013), to populations (Roland and Matter,
2013), communities (Mouthon and Daufresne, 2015) and ecosystems
(Allen et al., 2010). Extreme variation in environmental variables can
be more important in shaping biological processes than gradual long-
term changes (Gutschick and BassiriRad, 2003; Thompson et al., 2013).
However both factors do not act independently of each other (Collins
et al., 2011). It remains diﬃcult to disentangle eﬀects of short-term
events from dynamic natural and anthropogenic background processes.
This is particularly true for naturally dynamic ecosystems such as
streams and rivers (Ledger and Milner, 2015). There are considerable
gaps in knowledge regarding the long-term impacts of extreme events
on species interactions, food webs and ecosystem functioning
(Woodward et al., 2016), and ecosystem recovery capacities. Under-
standing the eﬀects of extreme events is necessary to inform manage-
ment targeted at increasing the resilience of ecosystems and sustaining
the provision of ecosystem services. This issue also applies to extremes
not related to climate such as sudden releases of nutrients and pollu-
tants.
Observational research infrastructures are not always suﬃciently
equipped to capture extreme events and their impacts. Baseline mea-
surement frequencies may need to be increased and in many cases
adaptive sampling techniques will be needed to quantify episodic be-
havior once “extreme” thresholds have ﬁrst been deﬁned (Smith, 2011).
Understanding the mechanisms of ecosystem response to extreme
events would beneﬁt from experimental manipulation of key environ-
mental factors in long-term observatory plots. Finally, the spatial scale
needs to be expanded, such as from sampling points to entire river
catchments and landscapes.
Q8. How do nutrient cycles change in the long term?
Nutrient cycles are characterized by complex abiotic and biotic
processes that take place in terrestrial, aquatic, and marine systems and
in the atmosphere. Of particular importance are the element cycles of
carbon (C) nitrogen (N) and phosphorus (P), but also potassium (K),
magnesium (Mg), calcium (Ca), sulphur (S) and micronutrients. Many
of these cycles are heavily impacted by anthropogenic activity and C, N
and P cycles in particular are likely to have transgressed planetary
boundaries, risking destabilization of the Earth system (Steﬀen et al.,
2015). Current quantiﬁcation of global N budgets and ﬂuxes is subject
to large uncertainties (Fowler et al., 2013; Shibata et al., 2015).
Knowledge gaps exist regarding the spatial heterogeneity of anthro-
pogenic N inputs and the response of diﬀerent ecosystems (Shibata
et al., 2015). Nitrogen leaching from terrestrial systems needs to be
better quantiﬁed as it aﬀects water quality and the trophic structure of
aquatic ecosystems (Fleck et al., 2017). Research needs for aquatic
ecosystems concern the storage and denitriﬁcation of reactive N in
aquifers, the level of nitrate retention by riparian wetlands, and the
character and origin of dissolved organic N (Durand et al., 2011). There
is also the need to better quantify the biogeochemical cycles of other
nutrients. This includes the contributions of artiﬁcial inputs, e.g.
through fertilizer use and atmospheric deposition, and natural inputs
through mineral weathering (Meesenburg et al., 2016). It is also clear
that a deeper understanding of the socio-ecological dimensions of nu-
trient cycles is required to improve future predictions (Winiwarter
et al., 2011).
Research infrastructures need to be conﬁgured to allow for the best
estimates of major nutrient ﬂuxes across system boundaries as well as
their uncertainties in order to deduce nutrient budgets for the re-
spective ecosystems. Measurements at site, landscape and regional le-
vels should also include internal ﬂuxes such as nutrient uptake and
release by plants as well as conversion by microorganisms. Monitoring
of N-species in aquatic systems is particularly insuﬃcient in southern
and eastern Europe (Durand et al., 2011). Agricultural and urban eco-
systems are currently underrepresented in research networks such as
LTER and CZO despite their importance as sources of nutrients (Shibata
et al., 2015). Measurements of nutrients and their impacts should link
closely to related initiatives such as the Nutrient Network (NutNet,
2019).
Q9.What will be the consequences of climate change for hydrology and
catchment water balances?
Climate change is projected to cause signiﬁcant shifts in the global
hydrological cycle (Jiménez Cisneros et al. 2014). For example, river
ﬂow regimes are predicted to change considerably by 2050, the direc-
tion and magnitude of change depending on the region (Arnell and
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Gosling, 2013). Flood frequency may change in some regions of the
world, with consequences for human populations, energy production,
forest and agricultural production (Arnell and Gosling, 2016).
Groundwater recharge will be aﬀected by climate, as well as land use
and vegetation cover change in many regions (Taylor et al., 2013). The
predicted changes in hydrology are expected to signiﬁcantly aﬀect the
availability of water resources also for human use (Schewe et al., 2014).
Water availability is often a dominant driver of inter-annual variability
in ecosystem productivity, and thus changes in hydrology provide an
important feedback to climate (Jung et al., 2017). Hydrological models
represent a key requisite to quantify components of the hydrological
cycle. Current models predicting global hydrological change are subject
to a number of uncertainties (Döll et al., 2016). Major aspects that
contribute to uncertainty include insuﬃcient quantiﬁcation of human
water extraction, limited knowledge on the response of vegetation and
land cover to future climate and levels of carbon dioxide, and un-
certainties in climate projections. The latter problem has been identi-
ﬁed as a major limitation for projections of river ﬂow regimes (Arnell
and Gosling, 2013), ﬂood risks (Arnell and Gosling, 2016), and
groundwater recharge (Taylor et al., 2013). Further challenges refer to
the exploration of diﬀerences among models, the consideration of
seasonality in water availability and use, and the inclusion of ground-
water ﬂows (Döll et al., 2016). An increasing number of studies deal
with the linkages between climate change, hydrological patterns, bio-
diversity and ecosystem functioning (Domisch et al., 2013; Kakouei
et al., 2018). While the eﬀects of changes in hydrology on biodiversity
become more and more clear there is still an insuﬃcient understanding
of climate change eﬀects (i.e. hydrological alterations) on ecosystem
functioning.
Research infrastructures are needed to provide data on the re-
lationships between climate, hydrology and ecosystem functioning
across spatial scales. Limited data constrains the analysis of ongoing
hydrological changes as well as predictions on the development of the
hydrological cycle under future climate scenarios. A lack of global
groundwater data limits the understanding of climate change impacts
on global groundwater stocks and constrains the development of
adaptation strategies (Taylor et al., 2013). Additional measurements
are needed to make better use of remote sensing data, for example by
mapping habitat change or soil moisture content. Detection and attri-
bution of changes in freshwater systems are hampered by limited
measurements of river discharge and direct measurements of evapo-
transpiration in many regions (Döll et al., 2016).
Q10. What are the major impacts of invasion by alien species on
ecosystems and on society, and what is their magnitude compared to
other drivers of global change?
Biological invasions represent a major component of global change
(Ricciardi et al., 2017; Simberloﬀ et al., 2013). Yet, the magnitude of
their impacts is heavily debated (Davis et al., 2011; Simberloﬀ et al.,
2011). This lack of consensus hampers the ability of decision makers to
react to increasing numbers of alien species (Dawson et al., 2017;
Seebens et al., 2017). There has been progress in developing an inter-
nationally accepted risk assessment of alien species according to their
environmental impacts (Blackburn et al., 2014; Hawkins et al., 2015;
McGeoch et al., 2015). Recently, a comparable method for socio-eco-
nomic impacts has been proposed (Bacher et al., 2018; Nentwig et al.,
2016). However, many aspects of biological invasions are not known, as
data on the occurrence of invasive alien species, their status and im-
pacts are not routinely collected over large spatial scales (Latombe
et al., 2017), even though for some taxonomic groups respective data
have become available recently (Dyer et al., 2017; Pyšek et al., 2017).
Existing long-term research networks such as LTER sites provide a
promising platform to study the establishment, spread and impacts of
alien species, and their interactions with other drivers of global change.
Information on alien species need a greater consideration in standard
measurements across site networks. These should include species that
pose serious risk for human well-being such as pest species and disease
vectors. Species listed under the European Commission's Regulation on
Invasive Alien Species (European Commission, 2016) may be a starting
point. Eﬀorts to establish and further develop a biodiversity monitoring
system that comprises entire taxonomic groups and extends spatial
coverage for known hotspots of invasion (e.g. urban areas, coastal re-
gions) should be strengthened. Such comprehensive coverage max-
imizes the potential to analyze processes at community and ecosystem
levels. Any action towards implementing monitoring and research on
alien species should ﬁt into global initiatives to establish a monitoring
of biological invasions (Latombe et al., 2017) and to standardize as-
sessments of their impacts (Bacher et al., 2018; Hawkins et al., 2015).
3.3. Research questions on ecosystem services and socio-ecological systems
Q11. How does biodiversity aﬀect the provision of regulating
ecosystem services?
Biodiversity strongly determines ecosystem functioning and eco-
system service delivery (Harrison et al., 2014; Soliveres et al., 2016).
This link is particularly tight for provisioning services underpinned by
primary productivity, such as wood and fodder production (Cardinale
et al., 2012). Close relationships have also been proven for some reg-
ulating services such as nutrient mineralization and carbon sequestra-
tion, but the role of biodiversity remains less clear for other services,
e.g. freshwater puriﬁcation or long-term carbon storage (Cardinale
et al., 2012). Limited knowledge exists on the role of diﬀerent biodi-
versity components for service delivery, the importance of the en-
vironmental context and the mismatch between functions measured
and the ﬁnal service provided to society (Balvanera et al., 2014). Re-
search is also required to understand the role of structural aspects of
biodiversity for service provision, e.g. the relationship between pro-
cesses mediated by forest canopy structure and carbon storage
(Hardiman et al., 2013).
Monitoring is needed to assess links among biodiversity, ecosystem
functions and resilience (Oliver et al., 2015), and the actual delivery of
ecosystem services. Research needs to include observational, com-
parative and experimental approaches and should be co-designed in
researcher-stakeholder partnerships. Observational studies need to be
conducted under representative management conditions (Balvanera
et al., 2014) that should be performed at management- and policy-re-
levant scales. Site networks need to cover relevant environmental,
landscape history and socio-economic gradients. Biodiversity mea-
surements should include a broad range of taxonomic groups and life
history traits. Primary producers, above-ground herbivores and soil
decomposers are particularly relevant for the provision of multiple
ecosystem services (Soliveres et al., 2016), whereas speciﬁc groups may
be relevant for particular services, e.g. pollinators.
Q12. How can an increasing human population be fed in an
environmentally sustainable way?
Global agricultural production must grow to meet the demands of
an increasing human population, while at the same time reducing ne-
gative environmental impacts (Foley et al., 2011). Several approaches
to alternative agricultural systems that ensure both aspects have been
proposed such as diversiﬁed farming, sustainable intensiﬁcation, eco-
logical intensiﬁcation, agro-ecological farming and organic farming
(Bender et al., 2016; Garibaldi et al., 2017). Some concepts put a strong
focus on technological advancements aiming at enhancing resource use
eﬃciency, e.g. precision agriculture (see McConnell et al., 2017 for an
overview). However, such technology-oriented concepts have been
criticized for neglecting broader societal needs (Loos et al., 2014).
Conversely, it has been argued that introducing practices like organic
farming at large scales may lead to a global reduction rather than an
increase of agricultural production (Leifeld, 2016; Seufert et al., 2012).
Large scale and long-term assessments of the overall performance of
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alternative farming practices are limited. Many studies focus on direct
economic eﬀects, e.g. yield measurements, without taking into account
a wider range of potential beneﬁts to society (Garibaldi et al., 2017).
There are a number of unanswered questions that constrain a realistic
assessment of costs and beneﬁts across scales and stakeholders. Open
questions remain regarding the development of a range of ecosystem
components under alternative management practices (e.g. soil evolu-
tion), the resulting consequences for ecosystem service delivery and the
implications for society (Bender et al., 2016; Garibaldi et al., 2017).
Whether food security and biodiversity conservation can be best
achieved by pursuing a strategy that integrates both goals in the pro-
duction process (land sharing) or that favors a spatial segregation (land
sparing) is up for debate (Tscharntke et al., 2012a).
Research infrastructure development must account for the eco-
system and socio-economic dimensions of this question. Examining the
eﬀects of alternative agricultural approaches on ecosystems, and on soil
restoration (Q2, above), requires long-term experiments and observa-
tions under realistic management conditions. An evaluation of how
existing long-term agricultural experiments (Berti et al., 2016;
Rasmussen et al., 1998) can be included should be made. Essential
measurements include crop and livestock productivity, biodiversity
components and a range of abiotic parameters that underlie the supply
of ecosystem services. Abiotic parameters should be suited to the
quantiﬁcation of carbon-, nutrient- and water budgets as well as
changes in soil structure. Measurements of biodiversity should include
soil organisms as they play a key role in sustainable intensiﬁcation
practices (Bender et al., 2016), but also species that provide supporting
and cultural services. Variable and indicator selection should not only
focus on the quantiﬁcation of provisioning services but also include the
whole suite of ecosystem services that may beneﬁt the wider commu-
nity (Garrido et al. 2017a, 2017b). Such a holistic approach is necessary
to assess the overall socio-economic dimensions of alternative agri-
cultural approaches. The success of alternative approaches is highly
context-dependent (Seufert et al., 2012). Therefore, assessments need to
be conducted at relevant large scales, consider diﬀerent environmental
and socio-economic contexts, and account for biodiversity opportunity
costs i.e. the value of alternative ecosystems. Cost/beneﬁt analysis from
multiple stakeholders’ perspectives represents an essential component
of such assessments. LTSER platforms will be suitable research infra-
structures for that purpose, provided that they cover spatial extents
large enough to include rural-urban gradients (Angelstam et al., 2019).
Q13. What are the most promising management options to foster
adaptation of ecosystems to climate change?
Climate change will strongly aﬀect ecosystems and their capacity to
deliver essential ecosystem services (Settele et al., 2014), but large re-
gional variation in eﬀects and changes in demands is expected. Losses
in overall ecosystem service supply due to climate change and asso-
ciated processes are predicted to exceed gains under low mitigation
scenarios (Scholes, 2016). Adaptation strategies will therefore be
needed to increase the resilience of the most threatened services. These
strategies will require maximizing the adaptive capacity of ecosystems,
i.e. their ability to adjust to climate change in ways that sustain eco-
logical functions or that enable desired ecosystem transitions
(Chornesky et al., 2015). Numerous adaptive options are currently
proposed that are likely to diﬀer in their potential eﬀectiveness and
contribution to secondary (unintended) eﬀects (Felton et al., 2016;
Fleck et al., 2017). Research into a wide range of potential solutions
will be necessary to identify those most appropriate to address multiple
conservation goals. Adaptation measures that have already been im-
plemented need to be accompanied by robust monitoring procedures to
assess their eﬃcacy and enable changes where they are perceived to be
ineﬀective. This is particularly important if uncertainty on the expected
outcomes is high and if there is pressure to reach immediate decisions
(Gillson et al., 2013).
For some ecosystems and ecosystem services, long-term adaptive
management experiments will be required to elicit the best adaptive
strategies. To assess the success of management measures long-term
monitoring of relevant ecosystem components is necessary. Both ex-
perimental and observational infrastructures should cover large spatial
scales and be distributed among socio-economic regions and biomes. It
may be necessary to adjust the spatial design of existing research in-
frastructures in order to capture the appropriate scales at which man-
agement for climate change adaptation takes place. Such work requires
close collaboration with a variety of stakeholders responsible for im-
plementation of adaptation strategies, e.g. agriculture, forestry and
water regulation. Measurements should include the management target
(e.g. ecosystem service or conservation goal) as well as potential eco-
system components that may be subject to unintended eﬀects.
Q14. Are ecosystem services provided by alien species comparable to
those provided by native species and what is the proper currency for
valuing positive and negative impacts?
Alien species can strongly aﬀect ecosystem services (Vilà and
Hulme, 2017), but their impacts may vary (Katsanevakis et al., 2014).
Many species, or genetically improved variants, have been deliberately
introduced to enhance ecosystem service supply, such as the provision
of timber (Woziwoda et al., 2014) or the regulation of pests by bio-
control (Roy et al., 2016). Many of them also deliver ecosystem services
beyond their intentional role, e.g. pollination services by introduced
bees (Dick, 2001). Others can have detrimental impacts, e.g. by mod-
ifying disturbance regimes, water quality or hydrological services (Vilà
and Hulme, 2017). Further research is required into the role of alien
species in ecosystems degraded by other drivers of global change that
no longer support the original native communities (“novel ecosystems”,
Hobbs et al. (2009)).
Basic infrastructural needs are consistent with those formulated for
research Q10 reviewed above, i.e. to establish comparative studies
among LTSER platforms with diﬀerent ratios of alien vs native species,
and a targeted monitoring system at multiple spatial scales. Apart from
large-scale observations, experiments built on invaded vs. non-invaded
plots can help to improve the understanding of mechanisms of service
supply and suppression, respectively (Bacher et al., 2018; Kumschick
et al., 2015). To address this research question, relevant ecosystem
processes used as proxies for estimating potential ecosystem services
need to be included in both observational and experimental studies.
Socio-economic approaches are needed to value service supply by alien
vs. native species from diﬀerent stakeholder's perspectives (Kumschick
et al., 2012).
Q15.What is the most eﬀective approach to valuing ecosystem services
to ensure that ecosystem management protects and enhances ecological
status?
Many policies aimed at regulating anthropogenic pressures on
ecosystems have adopted the concept of ecosystem services as a me-
taphor and means of advocacy, although the legislative framework re-
mains important. The concept has launched a large and expanding ﬁeld
of research, which seeks to measure and value human and societal
dependence on ecosystems (Norgaard, 2010). While biodiversity cap-
tures the potential supply of ecosystem services in terms of what can be
derived from species, structures and processes (Brumelis et al., 2011),
the ecosystem services concept focuses on the beneﬁts to human well-
being in terms of provisioning, regulating, supporting/habitat and
cultural dimensions. However, this link is not always straightforward as
ecosystems may also incur disservices, and there are trade-oﬀs among
services, stakeholders at diﬀerent governance levels and spatial scales.
In addition, abiotic resources need to be considered (Field et al., 2015),
and human investment is often required to realize the potential of
biodiversity to deliver human beneﬁts (Lele et al., 2013). Merlo and
Croitoru (2005) provide a good overview of economic valuation tech-
niques of tangible goods and intangible services and values. It is still
under discussion whether economic arguments help improve ecosystem
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management and resilience. So far valuation of ecosystem services has
been dominated by biophysical assessments and economic valuation
approaches (Nieto-Romero et al., 2014). In contrast, relatively little
attention has been devoted to valuation based on stakeholders' per-
ceptions, notwithstanding that a stakeholder perspective is critical to
successfully tackle land management issues linked to human well-being
(Garrido et al. 2017a, 2017b). Hence, qualitative socio-cultural valua-
tion is important to identify the portfolios of ecosystem services de-
manded by diﬀerent stakeholder categories at diﬀerent levels of gov-
ernance. The potential supply and demand of ecosystem services need
to be mapped as input to landscape planning, management and stew-
ardship (Raudsepp-Hearne et al., 2010). Research is also needed to
understand how values based on diﬀerent stakeholders’ perspectives
inﬂuence decision making in environmental issues.
Distributed research infrastructures can be used to design social
experiments to illuminate value formation and decision making. One
approach to knowledge production and learning is to compare multiple
landscapes as socio-ecological systems across various dimensions.
Angelstam et al. (2013) reviewed the landscape concepts’ biophysical,
anthropogenic, and intangible dimensions and exempliﬁed how dif-
ferent landscape concepts can be used to derive measurable variables
for diﬀerent sustainability indicators. Hypotheses could be tested by
choosing samples of socio-ecological systems located along gradients of
the three above-mentioned dimensions across continental scales. This
approach can improve collaborative learning about development to-
wards sustainability in socio–ecological systems. Similarly, analyses of
multiple landscapes improve the understanding of the role of context
for governance and management. The suite of LTSER platforms in
Europe (Angelstam et al., 2019), as well as other landscape approach
concepts such as Biosphere Reserve and Model Forest initiatives, pro-
vides good opportunities to implement that approach (Angelstam et al.,
2018; Elbakidze et al., 2018).
3.4. Research questions dealing with methods and research infrastructures
Q16. How can we detect critical thresholds/ tipping points in
ecosystem response?
Tipping points are deﬁned as critical points where a system abruptly
and potentially irreversibly shifts into another state. Abrupt changes in
response to certain drivers have been demonstrated at local and re-
gional levels or for speciﬁc ecosystems (Kosten et al., 2012) and socio-
ecological systems (Reyers et al., 2018) whereas the existence of global
tipping points is subject to ongoing debate (Montoya et al., 2018;
Rockström et al., 2018). A detection of critical thresholds in advance
may provide management opportunities to prevent non-resilient
changes (Pace et al., 2017). A series of early warning signals have been
proposed to serve as indicators for the detection of imminent regime
shifts (Dakos et al., 2012). However, analyses of long-term data have
shown that these indicators are often inconsistent in their inferences
(Gsell et al., 2016). False positives, i.e. the indication of early warning
signals without signiﬁcant nonlinear changes, have been highlighted as
a particular problem (Burthe et al., 2015). Therefore, alternative resi-
lience measurements have been suggested that take into account si-
multaneous data sets from multiple sources, e.g. spatial data and trait
information (Clements and Ozgul, 2018). The combination of high-
frequency measurements and remote sensing may provide extended
opportunities to detect early warning signals (Dakos et al., 2012).
Ecosystem research infrastructures such as LTER need to provide and
integrate such data, and they must enable manipulative experiments to
investigate the relationships between drivers and regime shifts
(Carpenter et al., 2011; Dakos et al., 2012).
Q17. Given diﬀerences in monitoring methods, how can changes in
biodiversity be compared among diﬀerent sites and species groups?
Many research site networks such as LTER sites and LTSER
platforms have been established in a bottom-up manner. Selection of
methods to measure biodiversity has often been guided by speciﬁc
purposes, local environmental contexts or diﬀerent research traditions.
Consequently, there is considerable variation in methodologies among
sites. This hampers the comparability of data sets and their analysis
across large spatial extents. The harmonization of methods should be a
primary goal to address this problem (Mollenhauer et al., 2018).
However, any changes in methodology potentially put the integrity of
existing long-term data series at risk. Therefore, the development of
statistical tools to integrate and analyze heterogeneous data may pro-
vide a more promising approach (Henry et al., 2008; Pagel et al., 2014).
Thorough eﬀorts are needed to enable the joint analysis of large data
sets arising from citizen science (Isaac et al., 2014) and the emergence
of new methods for biodiversity assessment such as remote sensing,
camera trapping or soundscaping (Schmeller et al., 2015). Given the
rapid development of such techniques the challenges associated with
methodological heterogeneity will remain an important issue in the
future.
Q18. How can we reduce uncertainties in climate change projections
provided by Earth system models?
Projections of climate change by global and regional climate models
are subject to uncertainties derived from various sources (Flato et al.,
2013; Foley, 2010) such as the treatment of aerosols, convection
parameterization, treatment and parameterization of clouds, the emis-
sion scenarios or the climate system's internal variability. Other un-
certainties arise from the treatment and parameterization of processes
that link the climate system and major biogeochemical cycles such as
the carbon (Bradford et al., 2016; Friedlingstein, 2015), water (Clark
et al., 2015) and nutrient cycles (Thomas et al., 2015) cycle. Improving
the parameterizations of such processes that are important for climate
simulations is necessary to reduce overall uncertainty. Well-in-
strumented research sites can be used for model testing and develop-
ment through an optimization in the parameterization and process re-
presentations in the land surface schemes of global and regional climate
models. More emphasis should be put on the harmonization of ﬁeld
methods to enable the use of data from diﬀerent national observation
networks for modelling purposes. For example, weather stations should
ideally be operated according to World Meteorological Organization
standards. Sites encompassing harmonised measurements across all
domains; i.e., biosphere, hydrosphere, cryosphere, lithosphere and at-
mosphere are particularly valuable for the analyses of feedback pro-
cesses and interactions between systems (Hari et al., 2016), as needed
for improving Earth system models.
Q19. What emerging technological developments have the greatest
potential to beneﬁt ecosystem research?
Ecosystem research deals with complex challenges from dynamic
systems shaped by the interactions of multiple drivers and ecosystem
components across a range of spatial and temporal scales. New tech-
nologies that allow for extended measurements in space, at higher
frequencies and likely at lower costs now oﬀer powerful opportunities
to better understand ecosystem functioning and response to multiple
stressors. Wireless sensor networks (WSN) that deliver real-time data at
high spatial resolution are one example of such technology (Othman
and Shazali, 2012). WSNs are increasingly applied for monitoring and
research purposes, e.g. monitoring of water quality (Blaen et al., 2016;
Marcé et al., 2016), forest soil water variability (Rosenbaum et al.
2012), forest ﬁre detection (Molina-Pico et al., 2016), or tracking of
animal movements (Dressler et al., 2016). Recent work on urban air
pollution demonstrates that good data quality can be achieved if net-
works are calibrated using standard measurements (Moltchanov et al.,
2015). Many questions remain regarding their overall costs, stability,
sensitivity, duration and required eﬀort to manage data (Kumar et al.,
2015). Similarly, opportunities to apply remote sensing technologies for
environmental research are evolving rapidly (Lausch et al., 2016). In
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this context, it is important to consider scaling issues when transferring
information collected at local level to various scales where ecosystem
management and decision making takes place (Abelleira Martínez et al.,
2016; Wu and Li, 2009). A growing number of open software products
facilitate sampling, management (e.g. GeoNetwork, 2019) and analysis
of data derived from such technologies. Given the magnitude of op-
portunities there needs to be a focused discussion on how a standard
conﬁguration of comprehensive environmental monitoring sites should
be accomplished. The establishment of sites dedicated to research and
development could promote the implementation of emerging technol-
ogies into existing research infrastructure networks. The implementa-
tion of comprehensive instrumentation requires new user-speciﬁc and
easy-to-use assistance tools for data provision and processing. For ex-
ample, online toolboxes have recently been developed to enable the
analysis of high frequency data from lakes (Obrador et al., 2016). Given
the diversity of existing data sources, data acquisition tools and scales,
strategies and methods need to be developed to bring research activities
and products from science to a more service-oriented level.
Q20. How can new molecular high-throughput technologies be used to
analyze the links between genetic diversity, functional diversity and
ecosystem processes?
Although there has been much progress in using genetic methods in
ecology, there are major knowledge gaps concerning the importance of
genetic diversity for patterns and processes at the ecosystem level
(Crutsinger, 2016; van der Linde et al., 2018). The increasing avail-
ability of high-throughput sequencing platforms (Reuter et al., 2015)
and rapidly advancing genomic methodologies could revolutionize this
area of research, if data can be matched to long-term measurements of
ecosystem processes. However, there remain unsolved problems asso-
ciated with a broad-scale application in ecosystem research. Sequencing
error rates are still high for some techniques, and data processing and
analysis are computationally intensive (Bruford et al., 2017). To max-
imize beneﬁts for ecosystem research considerable investment in in-
frastructure is needed, including appropriate sampling and lab facilities
and sophisticated infrastructures for data management and analysis.
Data infrastructures are particularly important to integrate genomic
and other data on ecosystem structures and processes. The increasing
awareness of genomics in all aspects of biodiversity research has led to
the establishment of international initiatives to promote and standar-
dize the approach such as the Genomic Observatory Network (Davies
et al., 2014) and the Genomic Standards Consortium (GSC, 2019). Any
extensions of existing site-based ecosystem research infrastructures
should conform to these wider initiatives to ensure the maximum use of
data by the scientiﬁc community.
4. Discussion
4.1. Research questions
This horizon scanning identiﬁed emerging research questions that
can guide the future development of long-term ecosystem research in-
frastructures. Twenty priority questions were identiﬁed
(Supplementary material 2), forming four overarching themes (Fig. 1).
These themes were arranged along a gradient that reﬂects increasing
complexity and policy relevance (Fig. 2). In this context, theme 4
(methods and research infrastructures) represents a cross-cutting issue.
Research approaches corresponding to themes 1–3 and the required
infrastructures can also be classiﬁed along this gradient. Subject-spe-
ciﬁc research in a single locality may be suﬃcient to address basic
questions. However, most of the research questions identiﬁed require
inter- and transdisciplinary, cross-site research in a coordinated net-
work. Such network-based approach is also necessary to investigate
topics of high policy relevance that concern the interactions between
ecosystems and society.
Clearly, the selection of research questions was inﬂuenced by the
personal interests of the participants, and is not representative of the
views of the entire European environmental and socio-ecological re-
search community. For example, the numerous submissions of ques-
tions related to methods and infrastructures reﬂect that many re-
searchers work with the operation and management of ﬁeld sites and
monitoring networks. In contrast, social systems and economic aspects
were arguably under-represented even though some of them were
partly addressed by questions related to ecosystem services. By ap-
plying a stratiﬁed approach to the scoring process we tried to mitigate
potential bias towards certain topics. Many other important research
questions may arise from the linkages between the topics identiﬁed in
this exercise, e.g. interactions between species (Q4), carbon cycle (Q6)
and maintenance of ecosystem service provision under climate change
(Q13). Horizon scanning as applied in the present study aims to provide
ﬁrst insights into emerging or insuﬃciently addressed topics. Sub-
sequent work may apply more rigorous social science methods to get a
Fig. 2. Results of the horizon scanning: The relationship between thematic complexity and policy relevance of research infrastructures, research themes and eco-
system research. Triangles are symbolizing quantity (e.g., there are many more “regular sites” than “LTSER platforms”). Site categories refer to Mirtl et al. (2018).
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deeper understanding of the identiﬁed issues.
Despite encouragement to focus on speciﬁc emerging topics, parti-
cipants tended to ask more generic questions and they also gave these
the highest scores. This may partly be due to the choice of the method.
The possibilities to guide the discussion and selection process online
were limited compared to workshops with higher intensity of personal
exchange. Nevertheless, the knowledge gaps identiﬁed emphasized a
number of important but currently under-researched areas. Obviously,
the participants found it more important to address the complexity
behind these questions and to develop methods and infrastructures to
explore it, rather than select subject-speciﬁc questions with a narrow
focus. This is particularly true for research questions concerning in-
teracting systems (multi-species interactions – Q4, human-ecosystem
interactions – Q6 to Q14), relating to diﬀerent spatial scales (landscape
level processes and local biodiversity – Q5) or dealing with processes
that involve multiple feedback mechanisms (biogeochemical cycles –
Q6, Q8, Q9). Infrastructure-related limitations are among the reasons
why this complexity has only been addressed to a limited extent so far.
For example, there are variables that are hardly considered in current
monitoring programs, such as interactions between organisms (Q4).
Consequently, ecosystem services based on such interactions cannot be
quantiﬁed properly, e.g. pollination. Other variables are not suﬃciently
measured across space and time, and methods are not harmonised. This
complicates large-scale analyses which require comparable and scalable
data such as those needed to answer Q5, Q13 and Q14. Many variables
are collected spatially and temporally independently, so that they
cannot be related to each other. The problem concerns biotic, abiotic
and socio-economic measurements and it inhibits research on cause-
eﬀect relationships, e.g. between anthropogenic drivers and ecosystem
responses (Q6-10). These infrastructural constraints apply to several
research questions discussed above. In the following the main cross-
cutting issues are summarized and possible solutions are suggested.
4.2. Cross cutting issues for research infrastructure development
4.2.1. Whole-system approach
The horizon scanning approach used in this study also revealed
some cross-cutting issues and challenges that are important for the fu-
ture development of long-term ecosystem research infrastructures.
Specialized research infrastructures have often been developed to ad-
dress speciﬁc research domains. Their future development would ben-
eﬁt from adopting a whole-system approach (Mirtl et al., 2018). This
requires simultaneous measurements of a broad range of abiotic, biotic
and socio-economic variables over a range of spatial scales. One way to
implement such a strategy is to set up a network of master sites for
intensive measurements such as the Australian SuperSite Network
within TERN (Karan et al., 2016). However, the costs of such a network
will often limit its spatial extent. The combination of existing research
sites with diﬀerent thematic priorities oﬀers an alternative way to cover
a wide range of variables (Haase et al., 2018). Such networks of co-
located sites oﬀer the possibility to use existing infrastructures and data
more eﬀectively. The adoption of a whole system approach also implies
a stronger consideration of socio-economic measurements, as intended
by the concept of LTSER platforms (Angelstam et al., 2019; Gingrich
et al., 2016; Haberl et al., 2006).
4.2.2. Developing standard observations and measurements
Standardized long-term data sets that cover large spatial extents are
necessary to address environmental problems of global relevance
(Haase et al., 2018; Kissling et al., 2018a; Latombe et al., 2017;
Skidmore et al., 2015). However, many research infrastructure net-
works such as LTER are locally organized, which leads to a high degree
of methodological heterogeneity. Ideally, a set of standard variables
should be deﬁned to ﬁt into various conceptual frameworks and to be
used to inform a wide range of indicators (Haase et al., 2018). It must
be accepted that it will not always be possible to achieve the desired
level of methodological harmonization, e.g. if new scientiﬁc questions
make it necessary to introduce novel methods. Apart from harmoniza-
tion of measurements there are further possibilities to increase inter-
operability among research sites and networks. In particular the de-
velopment of standardized workﬂows for data management, processing
and exchange is necessary to integrate and analyze data from diﬀerent
sources and to make them accessible to the research community
(Kissling et al., 2015).
4.2.3. Multiple use of research infrastructures
Participants highlighted the importance of experimental manipula-
tions to address fundamental questions in ecosystem research.
Experiments facilitate the understanding of single processes by con-
trolling others, but do not always reﬂect “real world” conditions and
ﬁndings are not always applicable to whole ecosystems. In contrast,
observations can inform on state and condition over a wide range of
spatial and temporal scales but often do not explain causal relation-
ships. Experiments embedded within long-term observatory plots may
enable the most mutually beneﬁcial exploitation of the two approaches
(Djukic et al., 2018). Long-term observational networks such as LTER
are particularly well suited for the establishment of coordinated dis-
tributed experiments (Fraser et al., 2013).
4.2.4. Increase ﬂexibility in monitoring schemes
Many long-term research site networks are based on a ﬁxed spa-
tiotemporal observation design. However, the highly dynamic and in
many cases unpredictable nature of environmental change, as well as
human responses, may only be addressed using ﬂexible monitoring
approaches. For example, to evaluate the success of adaptation mea-
sures for ecosystem management under climate change (Q13), the ad-
justment of the spatial design of site networks will be necessary to
coincide with management scales. Investigating the impacts of extreme
climatic events (Q7) may require temporal adjustments, i.e. temporarily
increasing the frequency of measurements during and after episodes.
The increasing availability of low-cost data loggers that enable high-
frequency data acquisition (Q19) partially meets this requirement. In
view of limited resources, strategies need to be developed to adapt
established LTER sites and LTSER platforms to newly emerging ques-
tions while sustaining the integrity of long-term time series.
4.2.5. Balancing technological advancements and long-term time series
continuation
There will be methodological advancements in many ﬁelds of eco-
system research with new technologies providing measurements in
higher quantity and quality. This will undoubtedly increase the ability
to understand complex processes at spatial scales that could not be
addressed before. However, new methods can threaten the continuity of
long time series produced by more traditional methods when the former
are not fully compatible with the latter. Furthermore, there are also
risks that new methods are rapidly superseded by next generation
technologies, preventing the further development of robust time series.
Research infrastructures need to be ﬂexible with regard to new methods
but we need strategies to ensure consistency and comparability of
measurements across time (Ellingsen et al., 2017).
4.2.6. Ecosystem services and stakeholder engagement
Quantifying the potential supply of ecosystem services as well as
stakeholders’ demands represents a key requirement to address several
research questions. While some ecosystem services can be measured
directly, the majority must be quantiﬁed using proxies (Eviner et al.,
2012; Kandziora et al., 2013). The provision of many ecosystem ser-
vices, especially cultural ones, involves ecosystem management. This
requires new methods to integrate biophysical data with quantiﬁcation
of human perception (Vaz et al., 2018). LTSER-platforms need to pro-
vide opportunities to value diﬀerences in ecosystem service demand
among stakeholders and levels of governance (Garrido et al. 2017a,
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2017b). To assess a broad range of ecosystem services, eﬀorts to
prioritize and harmonize the corresponding measurements across sites
and platforms need to be intensiﬁed (Angelstam et al., 2019). Finally,
diﬀerent bundles of ecosystem services contributing to human well-
being (Balvanera et al., 2017) need to be captured by developing
methods for valuation, including monetary and non-monetary methods
(Merlo and Croitoru, 2005).
5. Conclusions
To address complex scientiﬁc issues sophisticated research infra-
structures are required that operate in the long-term, and cover large
spatial scales as well as multiple dimensions of ecosystems and socio-
ecological systems. The combined network of LTER sites, LTSER plat-
forms and Critical Zones Observatories oﬀers great potential as a dis-
tributed infrastructure. A crucial task is the harmonization of variables
and methods, as well as the integration and access of data. Closer co-
operation with other monitoring networks and initiatives is essential to
achieve this goal. Addressing complex questions also requires the
combination of experiments, observations, modelling and comparative
studies. The ability to respond ﬂexibly to emerging issues in space and
time represents a key requirement of future research infrastructures.
Lastly, research infrastructures need to enable transdisciplinary re-
search that goes beyond natural sciences. LTSER platforms should be
developed into pilot areas that will allow researchers, managers and
decision makers to make evidence-based choices which centre on
ﬁnding the balance between sustaining landscapes and the demands
placed upon them by diﬀerent stakeholders.
Acknowledgements
The eLTER H2020 project has received funding from the European
Union's Horizon 2020 research and innovation program under grant
agreement No. 654359. MZ was supported by the grant IUT20-28 and
by the European Regional Development Fund (Centre of Excellence
EcolChange). PP was supported by EXPRO grant no. 19-28807X (Czech
Science Foundation) and long-term research development project RVO
67985939 (The Czech Academy of Sciences).
Appendix A. Supplementary data
Supplementary data to this article can be found online at https://
doi.org/10.1016/j.jenvman.2019.109479.
References
Abelleira Martínez, O.J., Fremier, A.K., Günter, S., Ramos Bendaña, Z., Vierling, L.,
Galbraith, S., Bosque-Pérez, N., Ordoñez, J.C., 2016. Scaling up functional traits for
ecosystem services with remote sensing: concepts and methods. Ecol Evol 6,
4359–4371. https://doi.org/10.1002/ece3.2201.
Aerts, R., 2006. The freezer defrosting: global warming and litter decomposition rates in
cold biomes. J. Ecol. 94, 713–724. https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1365-2745.2006.
01142.x.
Allen, C.D., Macalady, A.K., Chenchouni, H., Bachelet, D., McDowell, N., Vennetier, M.,
Kitzberger, T., Rigling, A., Breshears, D.D., Hogg, E.H., Gonzalez, P., Fensham, R.,
Zhang, Z., Castro, J., Demidova, N., Lim, J.H., Allard, G., Running, S.W., Semerci, A.,
Cobb, N., 2010. A global overview of drought and heat-induced tree mortality reveals
emerging climate change risks for forests. For. Ecol. Manag. 259, 660–684. https://
doi.org/10.1016/j.foreco.2009.09.001.
Amundson, R., Berhe, A.A., Hopmans, J.W., Olson, C., Sztein, A.E., Sparks, D.L., 2015.
Soil and human security in the 21st century. Science 348, 11261071. https://doi.org/
10.1126/science.1261071.
Angelstam, P., Elbakidze, M., Lawrence, A., Manton, M., Melecis, V., Perera, A.H., 2018.
Barriers and bridges for landscape stewardship and knowledge production to sustain
functional green infrastructures. In: Perera, A.H., Peterson, U., Pastur, G.M., Iverson,
L.R. (Eds.), Ecosystem Services from Forest Landscapes. Springer International
Publishing, pp. 127–167. https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-74515-2_6.
Angelstam, P., Grodzynskyi, M., Andersson, K., Axelsson, R., Elbakidze, M., Khoroshev,
A., Kruhlov, I., Naumov, V., 2013. Measurement, collaborative learning and research
for sustainable use of ecosystem services: landscape concepts and Europe as labora-
tory. Ambio 42, 129–145. https://doi.org/10.1007/s13280-012-0368-0.
Angelstam, P., Manton, M., Elbakidze, M., Sijtsma, F., Adamescu, M., Avni, N., Beja, P.,
Bezak, P., Zyablikova, I., Cruz, F., Bretagnolle, V., Díaz-Delgado, R., Ens, B., Fedoriak,
M., Flaim, G., Gingrich, S., Lavi-Neeman, M., Medinets, S., Melecis, V., Muñoz-Rojas,
J., Schäckermann, J., Stocker-Kiss, A., Setälä, H., Stryamets, N., Taka, M., Tallec, G.,
Tappeiner, U., Törnblom, J., Yamelynets, T., 2019. LTSER platforms as a place-based
transdisciplinary research infrastructure: learning landscape approach through eva-
luation. Landsc. Ecol. 34, 1461. https://doi.org/10.1007/s10980-018-0737-6.
Angelstam, P., Manton, M., Pedersen, S., Elbakidze, M., 2017. Disrupted trophic inter-
actions aﬀect recruitment of boreal deciduous and coniferous trees in northern
Europe. Ecol. Appl. 27, 1108–1123. https://doi.org/10.1002/eap.1506.
Arnell, N.W., Gosling, S.N., 2013. The impacts of climate change on river ﬂow regimes at
the global scale. J. Hydrol. 486, 351–364. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jhydrol.2013.
02.010.
Arnell, N.W., Gosling, S.N., 2016. The impacts of climate change on river ﬂood risk at the
global scale. Clim. Change 134, 387–401. https://doi.org/10.1007/s10584-014-
1084-5.
Bacher, S., Blackburn, T.M., Essl, F., Genovesi, P., Heikkilä, J., Jeschke, J.M., Jones, G.,
Keller, R., Kenis, M., Kueﬀer, C., Martinou, A.F., Nentwig, W., Pergl, J., Pyšek, P.,
Rabitsch, W., Richardson, D.M., Roy, H.E., Saul, W.‐C., Scalera, R., Vilà, M., Wilson,
J.R.U., Kumschick, S., 2018. Socio‐economic impact classiﬁcation of alien taxa
(SEICAT). Methods Ecol. Evol. 9, 159–168. https://doi.org/10.1111/2041-210X.
12844.
Balvanera, P., Quijas, S., Karp, D.S., Ash, N., Bennett, E.M., Boumans, R., Brown, C., Chan,
K.M.A., Chaplin-Kramer, R., Halpern, B.S., Honey-Rosés, J., Kim, C.-K., Cramer, W.,
Martínez-Harms, M.J., Mooney, H., Mwampamba, T., Nel, J., Polasky, S., Reyers, B.,
Roman, J., Turner, W., Scholes, R.J., Tallis, H., Thonicke, K., Villa, F., Walpole, M.,
Walz, A., 2017. Ecosystem services. In: Walters, M., Scholes, R. (Eds.), The GEO
Handbook on Biodiversity Observation Networks. Springer International Publishing,
pp. 39–78. https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-27288-7_3.
Balvanera, P., Siddique, I., Dee, L., Paquette, A., Isbell, F., Gonzalez, A., Byrnes, J.,
O'Connor, M.I., Hungate, B.A., Griﬃn, J.N., 2014. Linking biodiversity and ecosystem
services: current uncertainties and the necessary next steps. Bioscience 64, 49–57.
https://doi.org/10.1093/biosci/bit003.
Banwart, S., Bernasconi, S.M., Bloem, J., Blum, W., Brandao, M., Brantley, S., Chabaux,
F., Duﬀy, C., Kram, P., Lair, G., Lundin, L., Nikolaidis, N., Novak, M., Panagos, P.,
Ragnarsdottir, K.V., Reynolds, B., Rousseva, S., de Ruiter, P., van Gaans, P., van
Riemsdijk, W., White, T., Zhang, B., 2011. Soil processes and functions in critical
zone observatories: hypotheses and experimental design. Vadose Zone J. 10,
974–987. https://doi.org/10.2136/vzj2010.0136.
Banwart, S., Menon, M., Bernasconi, S.M., Bloem, J., Blum, W.E.H., Souza, D.M.,
Davidsdotir, B., Duﬀy, C., Lair, G.J., Kram, P., Lamacova, A., Lundin, L., Nikolaidis,
N.P., Novak, M., Panagos, P., Ragnarsdottir, K.V., Reynolds, B., Robinson, D.,
Rousseva, S., de Ruiter, P., van Gaans, P., Weng, L.P., White, T., Zhang, B., 2012. Soil
processes and functions across an international network of Critical Zone
Observatories: introduction to experimental methods and initial results. Cr Geosci
344, 758–772. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.crte.2012.10.007.
Bender, S.F., Wagg, C., van der Heijden, M.G.A., 2016. An underground revolution:
biodiversity and soil ecological engineering for agricultural sustainability. Trends
Ecol. Evol. 31, 440–452. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.tree.2016.02.016.
Berti, A., Dalla Marta, A., Mazzoncini, M., Tei, F., 2016. An overview on long-term agro-
ecosystem experiments: present situation and future potential. Eur. J. Agron. 77,
236–241. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.eja.2016.01.004.
Bjorkman, A.D., Myers-Smith, I.H., Elmendorf, S.C., Normand, S., Ruger, N., Beck, P.S.A.,
Blach-Overgaard, A., Blok, D., Cornelissen, J.H.C., Forbes, B.C., Georges, D., Goetz,
S.J., Guay, K.C., Henry, G.H.R., HilleRisLambers, J., Hollister, R.D., Karger, D.N.,
Kattge, J., Manning, P., Prevey, J.S., Rixen, C., Schaepman-Strub, G., Thomas, H.J.D.,
Vellend, M., Wilmking, M., Wipf, S., Carbognani, M., Hermanutz, L., Levesque, E.,
Molau, U., Petraglia, A., Soudzilovskaia, N.A., Spasojevic, M.J., Tomaselli, M.,
Vowles, T., Alatalo, J.M., Alexander, H.D., Anadon-Rosell, A., Angers-Blondin, S., te
Beest, M., Berner, L., Bjork, R.G., Buchwal, A., Buras, A., Christie, K., Cooper, E.J.,
Dullinger, S., Elberling, B., Eskelinen, A., Frei, E.R., Grau, O., Grogan, P., Hallinger,
M., Harper, K.A., Heijmans, M.M.P.D., Hudson, J., Hulber, K., Iturrate-Garcia, M.,
Iversen, C.M., Jaroszynska, F., Johnstone, J.F., Jorgensen, R.H., Kaarlejarvi, E.,
Klady, R., Kuleza, S., Kulonen, A., Lamarque, L.J., Lantz, T., Little, C.J., Speed,
J.D.M., Michelsen, A., Milbau, A., Nabe-Nielsen, J., Nielsen, S.S., Ninot, J.M.,
Oberbauer, S.F., Olofsson, J., Onipchenko, V.G., Rumpf, S.B., Semenchuk, P., Shetti,
R., Collier, L.S., Street, L.E., Suding, K.N., Tape, K.D., Trant, A., Treier, U.A.,
Tremblay, J.P., Tremblay, M., Venn, S., Weijers, S., Zamin, T., Boulanger-Lapointe,
N., Gould, W.A., Hik, D.S., Hofgaard, A., Jonsdottir, I.S., Jorgenson, J., Klein, J.,
Magnusson, B., Tweedie, C., Wookey, P.A., Bahn, M., Blonder, B., van Bodegom, P.M.,
Bond-Lamberty, B., Campetella, G., Cerabolini, B.E.L., Chapin, F.S., Cornwell, W.K.,
Craine, J., Dainese, M., de Vries, F.T., Diaz, S., Enquist, B.J., Green, W., Milla, R.,
Niinemets, U., Onoda, Y., Ordonez, J.C., Ozinga, W.A., Penuelas, J., Poorter, H.,
Poschlod, P., Reich, P.B., Sande, B., Schamp, B., Sheremetev, S., Weiher, E., 2018.
Plant functional trait change across a warming tundra biome. Nature 562, 57–62.
https://doi.org/10.1038/s41586-018-0563-7.
Blackburn, T.M., Essl, F., Evans, T., Hulme, P.E., Jeschke, J.M., Kuhn, I., Kumschick, S.,
Markova, Z., Mrugala, A., Nentwig, W., Pergl, J., Pyšek, P., Rabitsch, W., Ricciardi,
A., Richardson, D.M., Sendek, A., M.V., Wilson, J.R.U., Winter, M., Genovesi, P.,
Bacher, S., 2014. A uniﬁed classiﬁcation of alien species based on the magnitude of
their environmental impacts. PLoS Biol. 12 (5), e1001850. https://doi.org/10.1371/
journal.pbio.1001850.
Blaen, P.J., Khamis, K., Lloyd, C.E.M., Bradley, C., Hannah, D., Krause, S., 2016. Real-time
monitoring of nutrients and dissolved organic matter in rivers: capturing event dy-
namics, technological opportunities and future directions. Sci. Total Environ. 569,
647–660. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.scitotenv.2016.06.116.
M. Musche, et al. Journal of Environmental Management 250 (2019) 109479
11
Bradford, M.A., Wieder, W.R., Bonan, G.B., Fierer, N., Raymond, P.A., Crowther, T.W.,
2016. Managing uncertainty in soil carbon feedbacks to climate change. Nat. Clim.
Chang. 6, 751–758. https://doi.org/10.1038/nclimate3071.
Bruford, M.W., Davies, N., Dulloo, M.E., Faith, D.P., Walters, M., 2017. Monitoring
changes in genetic diversity. In: In: Walters, M., Scholes, R.J. (Eds.), The GEO
Handbook on Biodiversity Observation Networks Springer International Publishing,
Cham, pp. 107–128. https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-27288-7_5.
Brumelis, G., Jonsson, B.G., Kouki, J., Kuuluvainen, T., Shorohova, E., 2011. Forest
naturalness in northern Europe: perspectives on processes, structures and species
diversity. Silva Fenn. 45, 807–821. https://doi.org/10.14214/sf.446.
Burkle, L.A., Marlin, J.C., Knight, T.M., 2013. Plant-pollinator interactions over 120
years: loss of species, co-occurrence, and function. Science 339, 1611–1615. https://
doi.org/10.1126/science.1232728.
Burthe, S.J., Henrys, P.A., Mackay, E.B., Spears, B.M., Campbell, R., Carvalho, L., Dudley,
B., Gunn, I.D.M., Johns, D.G., Maberly, S.C., May, L., Newell, M.A., Wanless, S.,
Winﬁeld, I.J., Thackeray, S.J., Daunt, F., 2015. Do early warning indicators con-
sistently predict nonlinear change in long-term ecological data? J. Appl. Ecol. 53,
666–676. https://doi.org/10.1111/1365-2664.12519.
Cadenasso, M.L., Pickett, S.T.A., Grove, J.M., 2006. Dimensions of ecosystem complexity:
heterogeneity, connectivity, and history. Ecol. Complex. 3, 1–12.
Cadotte, M.W., Carscadden, K., Mirotchnick, N., 2011. Beyond species: functional di-
versity and the maintenance of ecological processes and services. J. Appl. Ecol. 48,
1079–1087. https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1365-2664.2011.02048.x.
Camino-Serrano, M., Pannatier, E.G., Vicca, S., Luyssaert, S., Jonard, M., Ciais, P., Guenet,
B., Gielen, B., Penuelas, J., Sardans, J., Waldner, P., Etzold, S., Cecchini, G., Clarke,
N., Galic, Z., Gandois, L., Hansen, K., Johnson, J., Klinck, U., Lachmanova, Z.,
Lindroos, A.J., Meesenburg, H., Nieminen, T.M., Sanders, T.G.M., Sawicka, K.,
Seidling, W., Thimonier, A., Vanguelova, E., Verstraeten, A., Vesterdal, L., Janssens,
I.A., 2016. Trends in soil solution dissolved organic carbon (DOC) concentrations
across European forests. Biogeosciences 13, 5567–5585. https://doi.org/10.5194/bg-
13-5567-2016.
Cardinale, B.J., Duﬀy, J.E., Gonzalez, A., Hooper, D.U., Perrings, C., Venail, P., Narwani,
A., Mace, G.M., Tilman, D., Wardle, D.A., Kinzig, A.P., Daily, G.C., Loreau, M., Grace,
J.B., Larigauderie, A., Srivastava, D.S., Naeem, S., 2012. Biodiversity loss and its
impact on humanity. Nature 486, 59–67. https://doi.org/10.1038/nature11148.
Carmona, C.P., Rota, C., Azcarate, F.M., Peco, B., 2015. More for less: sampling strategies
of plant functional traits across local environmental gradients. Funct. Ecol. 29,
579–588. https://doi.org/10.1111/1365-2435.12366.
Carpenter, S.R., Cole, J.J., Pace, M.L., Batt, R., Brock, W.A., Cline, T., Coloso, J., Hodgson,
J.R., Kitchell, J.F., Seekell, D.A., Smith, L., Weidel, B., 2011. Early warnings of regime
shifts: a whole-ecosystem experiment. Science 332, 1079. https://doi.org/10.1126/
science.1203672.
Chornesky, E.A., Ackerly, D.D., Beier, P., Davis, F.W., Flint, L.E., Lawler, J.J., Moyle, P.B.,
Moritz, M.A., Scoonover, M., Byrd, K., Alvarez, P., Heller, N.E., Micheli, E.R., Weiss,
S.B., 2015. Adapting California's ecosystems to a changing climate. Bioscience 65,
247–262. https://doi.org/10.1093/biosci/biu233.
Ciais, P., Bala, G., Bopp, L., Brovkin, V., Canadell, J., Chhabra, A., DeFries, R., Galloway,
J., Heimann, M., Jones, C., Le Quéré, C., Myneni, R.B., Piao, S., Thornton, P., 2013.
Carbon and other biogeochemical cycles. In: Stocker, T.F., Qin, D., Plattner, G.-K.,
Tignor, M., Allen, S.K., Boschung, J., Nauels, A., Xia, Y., Bex, V., Midgley, P.M. (Eds.),
Climate Change 2013: the Physical Science Basis. Contribution of Working Group I to
the Fifth Assessment Report of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change.
Cambridge University press, Cambridge, pp. 465–570.
Clark, M.P., Fan, Y., Lawrence, D.M., Adam, J.C., Bolster, D., Gochis, D.J., Hooper, R.P.,
Kumar, M., Leung, L.R., Mackay, D.S., Maxwell, R.M., Shen, C.P., Swenson, S.C.,
Zeng, X.B., 2015. Improving the representation of hydrologic processes in Earth
system models. Water Resour. Res. 51, 5929–5956. https://doi.org/10.1002/
2015WR017096.
Clements, C.F., Ozgul, A., 2018. Indicators of transitions in biological systems. Ecol. Lett.
21, 905–919. https://doi.org/10.1111/ele.12948.
Collins, S.L., Carpenter, S.R., Swinton, S.M., Orenstein, D.E., Childers, D.L., Gragson, T.L.,
Grimm, N.B., Grove, M., Harlan, S.L., Kaye, J.P., Knapp, A.K., Koﬁnas, G.P.,
Magnuson, J.J., McDowell, W.H., Melack, J.M., Ogden, L.A., Robertson, G.P., Smith,
M.D., Whitmer, A.C., 2011. An integrated conceptual framework for long-term social-
ecological research. Front. Ecol. Environ. 9, 351–357. https://doi.org/10.1890/
100068.
Cornell, H.V., Harrison, S.P., 2014. What are species pools and when are they important?
Annu. Rev. Ecol. Evol. Syst. 45, 45–67. https://doi.org/10.1146/annurev-ecolsys-
120213-091759.
Crutsinger, G.M., 2016. A community genetics perspective: opportunities for the coming
decade. New Phytol. 210, 65–70. https://doi.org/10.1111/nph.13537.
CZEN, 2019. Critical Zone Exploration Network. http://www.czen.org/, Accessed date: 1
July 2019.
Dakos, V., Carpenter, S.R., Brock, W.A., Ellison, A.M., Guttal, V., Ives, A.R., Keﬁ, S.,
Livina, V., Seekell, D.A., van Nes, E.H., Scheﬀer, M., 2012. Methods for detecting
early warnings of critical transitions in time series illustrated using simulated eco-
logical data. PLoS One 7 (7), e41010. https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.
0041010.
Davidson, E.A., Janssens, I.A., 2006. Temperature sensitivity of soil carbon decomposi-
tion and feedbacks to climate change. Nature 440, 165–173. https://doi.org/10.
1038/nature04514.
Davies, N., Field, D., Amaral-Zettler, L., Clark, M.S., Deck, J., Drummond, A., Faith, D.P.,
Geller, J., Gilbert, J., Glockner, F.O., Hirsch, P.R., Leong, J.A., Meyer, C., Obst, M.,
Planes, S., Scholin, C., Vogler, A.P., Gates, R.D., Toonen, R., Berteaux-Lecellier, V.,
Barbier, M., Barker, K., Bertilsson, S., Bicak, M., Bietz, M.J., Bobe, J., Bodrossy, L.,
Borja, A., Coddington, J., Fuhrman, J., Gerdts, G., Gillespie, R., Goodwin, K., Hanson,
P.C., Hero, J.M., Hoekman, D., Jansson, J., Jeanthon, C., Kao, R., Klindworth, A.,
Knight, R., Kottmann, R., Koo, M.S., Kotoulas, G., Lowe, A.J., Marteinsson, V.T.,
Meyer, F., Morrison, N., Myrold, D.D., Paﬁlis, E., Parker, S., Parnell, J.J.,
Polymenakou, P.N., Ratnasingham, S., Roderick, G.K., Rodriguez-Ezpeleta, N.,
Schönrogge, K., Simon, N., Valette-Silver, N.J., Springer, Y.P., Stone, G.N., Stones-
Havas, S., Sansone, S.A., Thibault, K.M., Wecker, P., Wichels, A., Wooley, J.C.,
Yahara, T., Zingone, A., GOs-COS, 2014. The founding charter of the genomic ob-
servatories network. GigaScience 3, 2. https://doi.org/10.1186/2047-217X-3-2.
Davis, M., Chew, M.K., Hobbs, R.J., Lugo, A.E., Ewel, J.J., Vermeij, G.J., Brown, J.H.,
Rosenzweig, M.L., Gardener, M.R., Carroll, S.P., Thompson, K., Pickett, S.T.A.,
Stromberg, J.C., Del Tredici, P., Suding, K.N., Ehrenfeld, J.G., Grime, J.P., Mascaro,
J., Briggs, J.C., 2011. Don't judge species on their origins. Nature 474, 153–154.
https://doi.org/10.1038/474153a.
Dawson, W., Moser, D., van Kleunen, M., Kreft, H., Pergl, J., Pyšek, P., Weigelt, P., Winter,
M., Lenzner, B., Blackburn, T.M., Dyer, E.E., Cassey, P., Scrivens, S.L., Economo, E.P.,
Guénard, B., Capinha, C., Seebens, H., García-Díaz, P., Nentwig, W., García-Berthou,
E., Casal, C., Mandrak, N.E., Fuller, P., Meyer, C., Essl, F., 2017. Global hotspots and
correlates of alien species richness across taxonomic groups. Nat. Ecol. Evol. 1.
https://dx.doi.org/10.1038/s41559-017-0186DEIMS-SDR (2019), Accessed date: 1
July 2019. https://data.lter-europe.net/deims/.
de Vries, F.T., Thebault, E., Liiri, M., Birkhofer, K., Tsiafouli, M.A., Bjornlund, L.,
Jorgensen, H.B., Brady, M.V., Christensen, S., de Ruiter, P.C., d'Hertefeldt, T., Frouz,
J., Hedlund, K., Hemerik, L., Hol, W.H.G., Hotes, S., Mortimer, S.R., Setala, H.,
Sgardelis, S.P., Uteseny, K., van der Putten, W.H., Wolters, V., Bardgett, R.D., 2013.
Soil food web properties explain ecosystem services across European land use sys-
tems. P Natl Acad Sci USA 110, 14296–14301. https://doi.org/10.1073/pnas.
1305198110.
Devictor, V., van Swaay, C., Brereton, T., Brotons, L., Chamberlain, D., Heliola, J.,
Herrando, S., Julliard, R., Kuussaari, M., Lindstrom, A., Reif, J., Roy, D.B., Schweiger,
O., Settele, J., Stefanescu, C., Van Strien, A., Van Turnhout, C., Vermouzek, Z.,
WallisDeVries, M., Wynhoﬀ, I., Jiguet, F., 2012. Diﬀerences in the climatic debts of
birds and butterﬂies at a continental scale. Nat. Clim. Chang. 2, 121–124. https://doi.
org/10.1038/nclimate1347.
Dick, C.W., 2001. Genetic rescue of remnant tropical trees by an alien pollinator. P Roy
Soc B-Biol Sci 268, 2391–2396. https://doi.org/10.1098/rspb.2001.1781.
Dicks, L.V., Abrahams, A., Atkinson, J., Biesmeijer, J., Bourn, N., Brown, C., Brown,
M.J.F., Carvell, C., Connolly, C., Cresswell, J.E., Croft, P., Darvill, B., De Zylva, P.,
Eﬃngham, P., Fountain, M., Goggin, A., Harding, D., Harding, T., Hartﬁeld, C.,
Heard, M.S., Heathcote, R., Heaver, D., Holland, J., Howe, M., Hughes, B., Huxley, T.,
Kunin, W.E., Little, J., Mason, C., Memmott, J., Osborne, J., Pankhurst, T., Paxton,
R.J., Pocock, M.J.O., Potts, S.G., Power, E.F., Raine, N.E., Ranelagh, E., Roberts, S.,
Saunders, R., Smith, K., Smith, R.M., Sutton, P., Tilley, L.A.N., Tinsley, A., Tonhasca,
A., Vanbergen, A.J., Webster, S., Wilson, A., Sutherland, W.J., 2013. Identifying key
knowledge needs for evidence-based conservation of wild insect pollinators: a col-
laborative cross-sectoral exercise. Insect Conserv Diver 6, 435–446. https://doi.org/
10.1111/j.1752-4598.2012.00221.x.
Djukic, I., Kepfer-Rojas, S., Schmidt, I.K., Larsen, K.S., Beier, C., Berg, B., Verheyen, K.,
Caliman, A., Paquette, A., Gutiérrez-Girón, A., Humber, A., Valdecantos, A.,
Petraglia, A., Alexander, H., Augustaitis, A., Saillard, A., Fernández, A.C.R., Sousa,
A.I., Lillebø, A.I., da Rocha Gripp, A., Francez, A.-J., Fischer, A., Bohner, A.,
Malyshev, A., Andrić, A., Smith, A., Stanisci, A., Seres, A., Schmidt, A., Avila, A.,
Probst, A., Ouin, A., Khuroo, A.A., Verstraeten, A., Palabral-Aguilera, A.N., Stefanski,
A., Gaxiola, A., Muys, B., Bosman, B., Ahrends, B., Parker, B., Sattler, B., Yang, B.,
Juráni, B., Erschbamer, B., Ortiz, C.E.R., Christiansen, C.T., Carol Adair, E., Meredieu,
C., Mony, C., Nock, C.A., Chen, C.-L., Wang, C.-P., Baum, C., Rixen, C., Delire, C.,
Piscart, C., Andrews, C., Rebmann, C., Branquinho, C., Polyanskaya, D., Delgado,
D.F., Wundram, D., Radeideh, D., Ordóñez-Regil, E., Crawford, E., Preda, E., Tropina,
E., Groner, E., Lucot, E., Hornung, E., Gacia, E., Lévesque, E., Benedito, E., Davydov,
E.A., Ampoorter, E., Bolzan, F.P., Varela, F., Kristöfel, F., Maestre, F.T., Maunoury-
Danger, F., Hofhansl, F., Kitz, F., Sutter, F., Cuesta, F., de Almeida Lobo, F., de Souza,
F.L., Berninger, F., Zehetner, F., Wohlfahrt, G., Vourlitis, G., Carreño-Rocabado, G.,
Arena, G., Pinha, G.D., González, G., Canut, G., Lee, H., Verbeeck, H., Auge, H., Pauli,
H., Nacro, H.B., Bahamonde, H.A., Feldhaar, H., Jäger, H., Serrano, H.C., Verheyden,
H., Bruelheide, H., Meesenburg, H., Jungkunst, H., Jactel, H., Shibata, H., Kurokawa,
H., Rosas, H.L., Rojas Villalobos, H.L., Yesilonis, I., Melece, I., Van Halder, I., Quirós,
I.G., Makelele, I., Senou, I., Fekete, I., Mihal, I., Ostonen, I., Borovská, J., Roales, J.,
Shoqeir, J., Lata, J.-C., Theurillat, J.-P., Probst, J.-L., Zimmerman, J., Vijayanathan,
J., Tang, J., Thompson, J., Doležal, J., Sanchez-Cabeza, J.-A., Merlet, J., Henschel, J.,
Neirynck, J., Knops, J., Loehr, J., von Oppen, J., þorláksdóttir, J.S., Löﬄer, J.,
Cardoso-Mohedano, J.-G., Benito-Alonso, J.-L., Torezan, J.M., Morina, J.C., Jiménez,
J.J., Quinde, J.D., Alatalo, J., Seeber, J., Stadler, J., Kriiska, K., Coulibaly, K.,
Fukuzawa, K., Szlavecz, K., Gerhátová, K., Lajtha, K., Käppeler, K., Jennings, K.A.,
Tielbörger, K., Hoshizaki, K., Green, K., Yé, L., Pazianoto, L.H.R., Dienstbach, L.,
Williams, L., Yahdjian, L., Brigham, L.M., van den Brink, L., Rustad, L., Zhang, L.,
Morillas, L., Xiankai, L., Carneiro, L.S., Di Martino, L., Villar, L., Bader, M.Y., Morley,
M., Lebouvier, M., Tomaselli, M., Sternberg, M., Schaub, M., Santos-Reis, M.,
Glushkova, M., Torres, M.G.A., Giroux, M.-A., de Graaﬀ, M.-A., Pons, M.-N., Bauters,
M., Mazón, M., Frenzel, M., Didion, M., Wagner, M., Hamid, M., Lopes, M.L., Apple,
M., Schädler, M., Weih, M., Gualmini, M., Vadeboncoeur, M.A., Bierbaumer, M.,
Danger, M., Liddell, M., Mirtl, M., Scherer-Lorenzen, M., Růžek, M., Carbognani, M.,
Di Musciano, M., Matsushita, M., Zhiyanski, M., Pușcaș, M., Barna, M., Ataka, M.,
Jiangming, M., Alsafran, M., Carnol, M., Barsoum, N., Tokuchi, N., Eisenhauer, N.,
Lecomte, N., Filippova, N., Hölzel, N., Ferlian, O., Romero, O., Pinto, O.B., Peri, P.,
Weber, P., Vittoz, P., Turtureanu, P.D., Fleischer, P., Macreadie, P., Haase, P., Reich,
P., Petřík, P., Choler, P., Marmonier, P., Muriel, P., Ponette, Q., Guariento, R.D.,
Canessa, R., Kiese, R., Hewitt, R., Rønn, R., Adrian, R., Kanka, R., Weigel, R., Gatti,
M. Musche, et al. Journal of Environmental Management 250 (2019) 109479
12
R.C., Martins, R.L., Georges, R., Meneses, R.I., Gavilán, R.G., Dasgupta, S., Wittlinger,
S., Puijalon, S., Freda, S., Suzuki, S., Charles, S., Gogo, S., Drollinger, S., Mereu, S.,
Wipf, S., Trevathan-Tackett, S., Löfgren, S., Stoll, S., Trogisch, S., Hoeber, S., Seitz, S.,
Glatzel, S., Milton, S.J., Dousset, S., Mori, T., Sato, T., Ise, T., Hishi, T., Kenta, T.,
Nakaji, T., Michelan, T.S., Camboulive, T., Mozdzer, T.J., Scholten, T., Spiegelberger,
T., Zechmeister, T., Kleinebecker, T., Hiura, T., Enoki, T., Ursu, T.-M., di Cella, U.M.,
Hamer, U., Klaus, V.H., Rêgo, V.M., Di Cecco, V., Busch, V., Fontana, V., Piscová, V.,
Carbonell, V., Ochoa, V., Bretagnolle, V., Maire, V., Farjalla, V., Zhou, W., Luo, W.,
McDowell, W.H., Hu, Y., Utsumi, Y., Kominami, Y., Zaika, Y., Rozhkov, Y., Kotroczó,
Z., Tóth, Z., 2018. Early stage litter decomposition across biomes. Sci. Total Environ.
628–629, 1369–1394. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.scitotenv.2018.01.012.
Döll, P., Douville, H., Güntner, A., Müller Schmied, H., Wada, Y., 2016. Modelling
freshwater resources at the global scale: challenges and prospects. Surv. Geophys. 37,
195–221. https://doi.org/10.1007/s10712-015-9343-1.
Domisch, S., Araujo, M.B., Bonada, N., Pauls, S.U., Jahnig, S.C., Haase, P., 2013.
Modelling distribution in European stream macroinvertebrates under future climates.
Glob. Chang. Biol. 19, 752–762. https://doi.org/10.1111/gcb.12107.
Donohue, R.J., Roderick, M.L., McVicar, T.R., Farquhar, G.D., 2013. Impact of CO2 fer-
tilization on maximum foliage cover across the globe's warm, arid environments.
Geophys. Res. Lett. 40, 3031–3035. https://doi.org/10.1002/grl.50563.
Dressler, F., Mutschlechner, M., Li, B.J., Kapitza, R., Ripperger, S., Eibel, C., Herzog, B.,
Honig, T., Schroder-Preikschat, W., 2016. Monitoring bats in the wild: on using
erasure codes for energy-eﬃcient wireless sensor networks. Acm T Sensor Network
12 (1), 7. https://doi.org/10.1145/10.1145/2875426.
Durand, P., Breuer, L., Johnes, P.J., Billen, G., Butturini, A., Pinay, G., Van Grinsven, H.,
Garnier, J., Rivett, M., Reay, D.S., Curtis, C., Siemens, J., Maberly, S., Kaste, Ø.,
Humborg, C., Loeb, R., De Klein, J., Hejzlar, J., Skoulikidis, N., Kortelainen, P.,
Lepistö, A., Wright, R., 2011. Nitrogen processes in aquatic ecosystems. In: Sutton,
M.A. (Ed.), The European Nitrogen Assessment. Cambridge University Press,
Cambridge, pp. 126–146.
Dyer, E.E., Cassey, P., Redding, D.W., Collen, B., Franks, V., Gaston, K.J., Jones, K.E.,
Kark, S., Orme, C.D.L., Blackburn, T.M., 2017. The global distribution and drivers of
alien bird species richness. PLoS Biol. 15https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pbio.
2000942. https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pbio.2000942.
Elbakidze, M., Angelstam, P., Dawson, L., Shushkova, A., Naumov, V., Rendenieks, Z.,
Liepa, L., Trasūne, L., Ustsin, U., Yurhenson, N., Uhlianets, S., Manton, M., Irbe, A.,
Yermokhin, M., Grebenzshikova, A., Zhivotov, A., Nestsiarenka, M., 2018. Towards
functional green infrastructure in the Baltic Sea region: knowledge production and
learning across borders. In: Perera, A.H., Peterson, U., Pastur, G.M., Iverson, L.R.
(Eds.), Ecosystem Services from Forest Landscapes: Broadscale Considerations.
Springer International Publishing, pp. 57–87. https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-
74515-2_4.
Ellingsen, K.E., Yoccoz, N.G., Tveraa, T., Hewitt, J.E., Thrush, S.F., 2017. Long-term
environmental monitoring for assessment of change: measurement inconsistencies
over time and potential solutions. Environ. Monit. Assess. 189, 595. https://doi.org/
10.1007/s10661-017-6317-4.
Essl, F., Dullinger, S., Rabitsch, W., Hulme, P.E., Pyšek, P., Wilson, J.R.U., Richardson,
D.M., 2015a. Delayed biodiversity change: no time to waste. Trends Ecol. Evol. 30,
375–378. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.tree.2015.05.002.
Essl, F., Dullinger, S., Rabitsch, W., Hulme, P.E., Pyšek, P., Wilson, J.R.U., Richardson,
D.M., 2015b. Historical legacies accumulate to shape future biodiversity in an era of
rapid global change. Divers. Distrib. 21, 534–547. https://doi.org/10.1111/ddi.
12312.
European Commission, 2016. Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2016/1141 of
13 July 2016 Adopting a List of Invasive Alien Species of Union Concern Pursuant to
Regulation (EU) No 1143/2014 of the European Parliament and of the Council.
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A32016R1141,
Accessed date: 1 July 2019.
Eviner, V.T., Garbach, K., Baty, J.H., Hoskinson, S.A., 2012. Measuring the eﬀects of
invasive plants on ecosystem services: challenges and prospects. Invasive Plant Sci.
Manag. 5, 125–136. https://doi.org/10.1614/IPSM-D-11-00095.1.
FAO, ITPS, 2015. Status of the World's Soil Resources (SWSR) - Main Report. Food and
Agriculture Organization of the United Nations and Intergovernmental Technical
Panel on Soils, Rome. http://www.fao.org/3/a-i5199e.pdf, Accessed date: 1 July
2019.
Felton, A., Gustafsson, L., Roberge, J.M., Ranius, T., Hjalten, J., Rudolphi, J., Lindbladh,
M., Weslien, J., Rist, L., Brunet, J., Felton, A.M., 2016. How climate change adap-
tation and mitigation strategies can threaten or enhance the biodiversity of produc-
tion forests: insights from Sweden. Biol. Conserv. 194, 11–20. https://doi.org/10.
1016/j.biocon.2015.11.030.
Field, J.P., Breshears, D.D., Law, D.J., Villegas, J.C., Lopez-Hoﬀman, L., Brooks, P.D.,
Chorover, J., Barron-Gaﬀord, G.A., Gallery, R.E., Litvak, M.E., Lybrand, R.A.,
McIntosh, J.C., Meixner, T., Niu, G.Y., Papuga, S.A., Pelletier, J.D., Rasmussen, C.R.,
Troch, P.A., 2015. Critical Zone services: expanding context, constraints, and cur-
rency beyond ecosystem services. Vadose Zone J. 14. https://doi.org/10.2136/
vzj2014.10.0142.
Flato, G.M., Abiodun, B., Braconnot, P., Chou, S.C., Collins, W., Cox, P., Driouech, F.,
Emori, S., Eyring, V., Forest, C., Gleckler, P., Guilyardi, E., Jacob, C., Kattsov, V.,
Reason, C., Rummukainen, M., 2013. Evaluation of climate models. In: Stocker, T.F.,
Qin, D., Plattner, G.-K., Tignor, M., Allen, S.K., Boschung, J., Nauels, A., Xia, Y., Bex,
V., Midgley, P.M. (Eds.), Climate Change 2013. Contribution of Working Group I to
the Fifth Assessment Report of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change.
Cambridge University Press, Cambridge, pp. 741–866.
Fleck, S., Ahrends, B., Sutmöller, J., Albert, M., Evers, J., Meesenburg, H., 2017. Is bio-
mass accumulation in forests an option to prevent climate change induced increases
in nitrate concentrations in the north German lowland? Forests 8. https://doi.org/
10.3390/f8060219.
Foley, A.M., 2010. Uncertainty in regional climate modelling: a review. Prog. Phys.
Geogr. 34, 647–670. https://doi.org/10.1177/0309133310375654.
Foley, J.A., Ramankutty, N., Brauman, K.A., Cassidy, E.S., Gerber, J.S., Johnston, M.,
Mueller, N.D., O'Connell, C., Ray, D.K., West, P.C., Balzer, C., Bennett, E.M.,
Carpenter, S.R., Hill, J., Monfreda, C., Polasky, S., Rockstrom, J., Sheehan, J., Siebert,
S., Tilman, D., Zaks, D.P.M., 2011. Solutions for a cultivated planet. Nature 478,
337–342. https://doi.org/10.1038/nature10452.
Fowler, D., Coyle, M., Skiba, U., Sutton, M.A., Cape, J.N., Reis, S., Sheppard, L.J., Jenkins,
A., Grizzetti, B., Galloway, J.N., Vitousek, P., Leach, A., Bouwman, A.F., Butterbach-
Bahl, K., Dentener, F., Stevenson, D., Amann, M., Voss, M., 2013. The global nitrogen
cycle in the twenty-ﬁrst century. Philos T R Soc B 368, 20130164. https://doi.org/
10.1098/rstb.2013.0164.
Frank, D., Reichstein, M., Bahn, M., Thonicke, K., Frank, D., Mahecha, M.D., Smith, P.,
Van der Velde, M., Vicca, S., Babst, F., Beer, C., Buchmann, N., Canadell, J.G., Ciais,
P., Cramer, W., Ibrom, A., Miglietta, F., Poulter, B., Rammig, A., Seneviratne, S.I.,
Walz, A., Wattenbach, M., Zavala, M.A., Zscheischler, J., 2015. Eﬀects of climate
extremes on the terrestrial carbon cycle: concepts, processes and potential future
impacts. Glob. Chang. Biol. 21, 2861–2880. https://doi.org/10.1111/gcb.12916.
Fraser, L.H., Henry, H.A.L., Carlyle, C.N., White, S.R., Beierkuhnlein, C., Cahill, J.F.,
Casper, B.B., Cleland, E., Collins, S.L., Dukes, J.S., Knapp, A.K., Lind, E., Long, R.J.,
Luo, Y.Q., Reich, P.B., Smith, M.D., Sternberg, M., Turkington, R., 2013. Coordinated
distributed experiments: an emerging tool for testing global hypotheses in ecology
and environmental science. Front. Ecol. Environ. 11, 147–155. https://doi.org/10.
1890/110279.
Friedlingstein, P., 2015. Carbon cycle feedbacks and future climate change. Philos T R Soc
A 373 (2054). https://doi.org/10.1098/rsta.2014.0421.
Garibaldi, L.A., Gemmill-Herren, B., D'Annolfo, R., Graeub, B.E., Cunningham, S.A.,
Breeze, T.D., 2017. Farming approaches for greater biodiversity, livelihoods, and
food security. Trends Ecol. Evol. 32, 68–80. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.tree.2016.10.
001.
Garrido, P., Elbakidze, M., Angelstam, P., 2017a. Stakeholders' perceptions on ecosystem
services in Ostergotland's (Sweden) threatened oak wood-pasture landscapes. Landsc.
Urban Plan. 158, 96–104. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.landurbplan.2016.08.018.
Garrido, P., Elbakidze, M., Angelstam, P., Plieninger, T., Pulido, F., Moreno, G., 2017b.
Stakeholder perspectives of wood-pasture ecosystem services: a case study from
Iberian dehesas. Land Use Policy 60, 324–333. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.landusepol.
2016.10.022.
GeoNetwork, 2019. GeoNetwork Opensource. http://geonetwork-opensource.org/,
Accessed date: 1 July 2019.
Gilbert, B., Levine, J.M., 2013. Plant invasions and extinction debts. P Natl Acad Sci USA
110, 1744–1749. https://doi.org/10.1073/pnas.1212375110.
Giller, K.E., Andersson, J.A., Corbeels, M., Kirkegaard, J., Mortensen, D., Erenstein, O.,
Vanlauwe, B., 2015. Beyond conservation agriculture. Front. Plant Sci. 6, 870.
https://doi.org/10.3389/fpls.2015.00870.
Gillson, L., Dawson, T.P., Jack, S., McGeoch, M.A., 2013. Accommodating climate change
contingencies in conservation strategy. Trends Ecol. Evol. 28, 135–142. https://doi.
org/10.1016/j.tree.2012.10.008.
Gingrich, S., Schmid, M., Dirnbock, T., Dullinger, I., Garstenauer, R., Gaube, V., Haberl,
H., Kainz, M., Kreiner, D., Mayer, R., Mirtl, M., Sass, O., Schauppenlehner, T.,
Stocker-Kiss, A., Wildenberg, M., 2016. Long-term socio-ecological research in
practice: lessons from inter- and transdisciplinary research in the Austrian
Eisenwurzen. Sustainability-Basel 8, 2–14. https://doi.org/10.3390/su8080743.
Grab, H., Danforth, B., Poveda, K., Loeb, G., 2018. Landscape simpliﬁcation reduces
classical biological control and crop yield. Ecol. Appl. 28, 348–355. https://doi.org/
10.1002/eap.1651.
Gray, C., Hildrew, A.G., Lu, X., Ma, A., McElroy, D., Monteith, D., O'Gorman, E., Shilland,
E., Woodward, G., 2016. Recovery and nonrecovery of freshwater food webs from the
eﬀects of acidiﬁcation. In: In: Dumbrell, A.J., Kordas, R.L., Woodward, G. (Eds.),
Advances in Ecological Research, vol. 55. Academic Press, New York, pp. 475–534.
GSC, 2019. Genomcs Standards Consortium. http://gensc.org, Accessed date: 1 July
2019.
Gsell, A.S., Scharfenberger, U., Ozkundakci, D., Walters, A., Hansson, L.A., Janssen,
A.B.G., Noges, P., Reid, P.C., Schindler, D.E., Van Donk, E., Dakos, V., Adrian, R.,
2016. Evaluating early-warning indicators of critical transitions in natural aquatic
ecosystems. P Natl Acad Sci USA 113, E8089–E8095. https://doi.org/10.1073/pnas.
1608242113.
Gutschick, V.P., BassiriRad, H., 2003. Extreme events as shaping physiology, ecology, and
evolution of plants: toward a uniﬁed deﬁnition and evaluation of their consequences.
New Phytol. 160, 21–42. https://doi.org/10.1046/j.1469-8137.2003.00866.x.
Haase, P., Tonkin, J.D., Stoll, S., Burkharde, B., Frenzel, M., Geijzendorﬀer, I.R., Hauser,
C., Klotz, S., Kuhn, I., McDowell, W.H., Mirtl, M., Muller, F., Musche, M., Penner, J.,
Zacharias, S., Schmeller, D.S., 2018. The next generation of site-based long-term
ecological monitoring: linking essential biodiversity variables and ecosystem in-
tegrity. Sci. Total Environ. 613, 1376–1384. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.scitotenv.
2017.08.111.
Haberl, H., Winiwarter, V., Andersson, K., Ayres, R.U., Boone, C., Castillo, A., Cunfer, G.,
Fischer-Kowalski, M., Freudenburg, W.R., Furman, E., Kaufmann, R., Krausmann, F.,
Langthaler, E., Lotze-Campen, H., Mirtl, M., Redman, C.L., Reenberg, A., Wardell, A.,
Warr, B., Zechmeister, 2006. From LTER to LTSER: conceptualizing the socio-
economic dimension of long-term socioecological research. Ecol. Soc. 11 (2), 13.
Hagen, M., Kissling, W.D., Rasmussen, C., De Aguiar, M.A.M., Brown, L.E., Carstensen,
D.W., Alves-Dos-Santos, I., Dupont, Y.L., Edwards, F.K., Genini, J., Guimaraes, P.R.,
Jenkins, G.B., Jordano, P., Kaiser-Bunbury, C.N., Ledger, M.E., Maia, K.P., Marquitti,
F.M.D., Mclaughlin, O., Morellato, L.P.C., O'Gorman, E.J., Trojelsgaard, K.,
Tylianakis, J.M., Vidal, M.M., Woodward, G., Olesen, J.M., 2012. Biodiversity,
M. Musche, et al. Journal of Environmental Management 250 (2019) 109479
13
species interactions and ecological networks in a fragmented world. Adv. Ecol. Res.
46, 89–210. https://doi.org/10.1016/B978-0-12-396992-7.00002-2.
Hardiman, B.S., Gough, C.M., Halperin, A., Hofmeister, K.L., Nave, L.E., Bohrer, G.,
Curtis, P.S., 2013. Maintaining high rates of carbon storage on old forests: a me-
chanism linking canopy structure to forest function. For. Ecol. Manag. 298, 111–119.
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.foreco.2013.02.031.
Hari, P., Petaja, T., Bäck, J., Kerminen, V.M., Lappalainen, H.K., Vihma, T., Laurila, T.,
Viisanen, Y., Vesala, T., Kulmala, M., 2016. Conceptual design of a measurement
network of the global change. Atmos. Chem. Phys. 16, 1017–1028. https://doi.org/
10.5194/acp-16-1017-2016.
Harrison, P.A., Berry, P.M., Simpson, G., Haslett, J.R., Blicharska, M., Bucur, M., Dunford,
R., Egoh, B., Garcia-Llorente, M., Geamana, N., Geertsema, W., Lommelen, E.,
Meiresonne, L., Turkelboom, F., 2014. Linkages between biodiversity attributes and
ecosystem services: a systematic review. Ecosyst Serv 9, 191–203. https://doi.org/10.
1016/j.ecoser.2014.05.006.
Hass, A.L., Kormann, U.G., Tscharntke, T., Clough, Y., Baillod, A.B., Sirami, C., Fahrig, L.,
Martin, J.-L., Baudry, J., Bertrand, C., Bosch, J., Brotons, L., Burel, F., Georges, R.,
Giralt, D., Marcos-García, M.Á., Ricarte, A., Siriwardena, G., Batáry, P., 2018.
Landscape conﬁgurational heterogeneity by small-scale agriculture, not crop di-
versity, maintains pollinators and plant reproduction in western Europe. Proc Biol Sci
285 (1872). https://doi.org/10.1098/rspb.2017.2242.
Hawkins, C.L., Bacher, S., Essl, F., Hulme, P.E., Jeschke, J.M., Kuhn, I., Kumschick, S.,
Nentwig, W., Pergl, J., Pyšek, P., Rabitsch, W., Richardson, D.M., M.V., Wilson,
J.R.U., Genovesi, P., Blackburn, T.M., 2015. Framework and guidelines for im-
plementing the proposed IUCN environmental impact classiﬁcation for alien taxa
(EICAT). Divers. Distrib. 21, 1360–1363. https://doi.org/10.1111/ddi.12379.
Hegland, S.J., Dunne, J., Nielsen, A., Memmott, J., 2010. How to monitor ecological
communities cost-eﬃciently: the example of plant-pollinator networks. Biol. Conserv.
143, 2092–2101. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.biocon.2010.05.018.
Henry, P.Y., Lengyel, S., Nowicki, P., Julliard, R., Clobert, J., Celik, T., Gruber, B.,
Schmeller, D., Babij, V., Henle, K., 2008. Integrating ongoing biodiversity mon-
itoring: potential beneﬁts and methods. Biodivers. Conserv. 17, 3357–3382. https://
doi.org/10.1007/s10531-008-9417-1.
Hobbs, R.J., Higgs, E., Harris, J.A., 2009. Novel ecosystems: implications for conservation
and restoration. Trends Ecol. Evol. 24, 599–605. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.tree.
2009.05.012.
Hylander, K., Ehrlen, J., 2013. The mechanisms causing extinction debts. Trends Ecol.
Evol. 28, 341–346. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.tree.2013.01.010.
Isaac, N.J.B., van Strien, A.J., August, T.A., de Zeeuw, M.P., Roy, D.B., 2014. Statistics for
citizen science: extracting signals of change from noisy ecological data. Methods Ecol.
Evol. 5, 1052–1060. https://doi.org/10.1111/2041-210X.12254.
Jiménez Cisneros, B.E., Oki, T., Arnell, N.W., Benito, G., Cogley, J.G., Döll, P., Jiang, T.,
Mwakalila, S.S., 2014. Freshwater resources. In: Field, C.B., Barros, V.R., Dokken,
D.J., Mach, K.J., Mastrandrea, M.D., Bilir, T.E., Chatterjee, M., Ebi, K.L., Estrada,
Y.O., Genova, R.C., Girma, B., Kissel, E.S., Levy, A.N., MacCracken, S., Mastrandrea,
P.R., White, L.L. (Eds.), Climate Change 2014: Impacts, Adaptation, and
Vulnerability. Part A: Global and Sectoral Aspects. Contribution of Working Group II
to the Fifth Assessment Eport of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change.
Cambridge University Press, Cambridge, pp. 229–269.
Jung, M., Reichstein, M., Schwalm, C.R., Huntingford, C., Sitch, S., Ahlstrom, A., Arneth,
A., Camps-Valls, G., Ciais, P., Friedlingstein, P., Gans, F., Ichii, K., Ain, A.K.J., Kato,
E., Papale, D., Poulter, B., Raduly, B., Rodenbeck, C., Tramontana, G., Viovy, N.,
Wang, Y.P., Weber, U., Zaehle, S., Zeng, N., 2017. Compensatory water eﬀects link
yearly global land CO2 sink changes to temperature. Nature 541, 516–520. https://
doi.org/10.1038/nature20780.
Kakouei, K., Kiesel, J., Domisch, S., Irving, K.S., Jähnig, S.C., Kail, J., 2018. Projected
eﬀects of climate-change-induced ﬂow alterations on stream macroinvertebrate
abundances. Ecol Evol 8, 3393–3409. https://doi.org/10.1002/ece3.3907.
Kandziora, M., Burkhard, B., Müller, F., 2013. Interactions of ecosystem properties,
ecosystem integrity and ecosystem service indicators-A theoretical matrix exercise.
Ecol. Indicat. 28, 54–78. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ecolind.2012.09.006.
Kanter, D.R., Zhang, X., Mauzerall, D.L., Malyshev, S., Shevliakova, E., 2016. The im-
portance of climate change and nitrogen use eﬃciency for future nitrous oxide
emissions from agriculture. Environ. Res. Lett. 11, 094003. https://doi.org/10.1088/
1748-9326/11/9/094003.
Karan, M., Liddell, M., Prober, S.M., Arndt, S., Beringer, J., Boer, M., Cleverly, J., Eamus,
D., Grace, P., Van Gorsel, E., Hero, J.M., Hutley, L., Macfarlane, C., Metcalfe, D.,
Meyer, W., Pendall, E., Sebastian, A., Wardlaw, T., 2016. The Australian SuperSite
Network: a continental, long-term terrestrial ecosystem observatory. Sci. Total
Environ. 568, 1263–1274. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.scitotenv.2016.05.170.
Karhu, K., Auﬀret, M.D., Dungait, J.A.J., Hopkins, D.W., Prosser, J.I., Singh, B.K., Subke,
J.A., Wookey, P.A., Agren, G.I., Sebastia, M.T., Gouriveau, F., Bergkvist, G., Meir, P.,
Nottingham, A.T., Salinas, N., Hartley, I.P., 2014. Temperature sensitivity of soil
respiration rates enhanced by microbial community response. Nature 513, 81–84.
https://doi.org/10.1038/nature13604.
Karmakar, R., Das, I., Dutta, D., Rakshit, A., 2015. Potential eﬀects of climate change on
soil properties: a review. Sci. Int. 4, 51–73. https://doi.org/10.17311/sciintl.2016.
51.73.
Katsanevakis, S., Wallentinus, I., Zenetos, A., Leppakoski, E., Cinar, M.E., Ozturk, B.,
Grabowski, M., Golani, D., Cardoso, A.C., 2014. Impacts of invasive alien marine
species on ecosystem services and biodiversity: a pan-European review. Aquat.
Invasions 9, 391–423. https://doi.org/10.3391/ai.2014.9.4.01.
Kattge, J., Diaz, S., Lavorel, S., Prentice, C., Leadley, P., Bonisch, G., Garnier, E., Westoby,
M., Reich, P.B., Wright, I.J., Cornelissen, J.H.C., Violle, C., Harrison, S.P., van
Bodegom, P.M., Reichstein, M., Enquist, B.J., Soudzilovskaia, N.A., Ackerly, D.D.,
Anand, M., Atkin, O., Bahn, M., Baker, T.R., Baldocchi, D., Bekker, R., Blanco, C.C.,
Blonder, B., Bond, W.J., Bradstock, R., Bunker, D.E., Casanoves, F., Cavender-Bares,
J., Chambers, J.Q., Chapin, F.S., Chave, J., Coomes, D., Cornwell, W.K., Craine, J.M.,
Dobrin, B.H., Duarte, L., Durka, W., Elser, J., Esser, G., Estiarte, M., Fagan, W.F.,
Fang, J., Fernandez-Mendez, F., Fidelis, A., Finegan, B., Flores, O., Ford, H., Frank,
D., Freschet, G.T., Fyllas, N.M., Gallagher, R.V., Green, W.A., Gutierrez, A.G., Hickler,
T., Higgins, S.I., Hodgson, J.G., Jalili, A., Jansen, S., Joly, C.A., Kerkhoﬀ, A.J., Kirkup,
D., Kitajima, K., Kleyer, M., Klotz, S., Knops, J.M.H., Kramer, K., Kühn, I., Kurokawa,
H., Laughlin, D., Lee, T.D., Leishman, M., Lens, F., Lenz, T., Lewis, S.L., Lloyd, J.,
Llusia, J., Louault, F., Ma, S., Mahecha, M.D., Manning, P., Massad, T., Medlyn, B.E.,
Messier, J., Moles, A.T., Muller, S.C., Nadrowski, K., Naeem, S., Niinemets, U.,
Nollert, S., Nuske, A., Ogaya, R., Oleksyn, J., Onipchenko, V.G., Onoda, Y., Ordonez,
J., Overbeck, G., Ozinga, W.A., Patino, S., Paula, S., Pausas, J.G., Penuelas, J.,
Phillips, O.L., Pillar, V., Poorter, H., Poorter, L., Poschlod, P., Prinzing, A., Proulx, R.,
Rammig, A., Reinsch, S., Reu, B., Sack, L., Salgado-Negre, B., Sardans, J., Shiodera, S.,
Shipley, B., Siefert, A., Sosinski, E., Soussana, J.F., Swaine, E., Swenson, N.,
Thompson, K., Thornton, P., Waldram, M., Weiher, E., White, M., White, S., Wright,
S.J., Yguel, B., Zaehle, S., Zanne, A.E., Wirth, C., 2011. Try - a global database of
plant traits. Glob. Chang. Biol. 17, 2905–2935.
Kibblewhite, M.G., Jones, R.J.A., Montanarella, J.L., Baritz, R., Huber, S., Arrouays, D.,
Micheli, E., Stephens, M., 2008. Environmental Assessment of Soil for Monitoring. VI:
Soil Monitoring System for Europe. EUR 23490 EN/6. Oﬃce for the oﬃcial pub-
lications of the European Communities, Luxembourg. https://doi.org/10.2788/
93515.
Kirtman, B., Power, S.B., Adedoyin, J.A., Boer, G.J., Bojariu, R., Camilloni, I., Doblas-
Reyes, F.J., Fiore, A.M., Kimoto, M., Meehl, G.A., Prather, M., Sarr, A., Schär, C.,
Sutton, R., Van Oldenborgh, G.J., Vecchi, G., Wang, H.J., 2013. Near-term climate
change: projections and predictability. In: Stocker, T.F., Qin, D., Plattner, G.-K.,
Tignor, M., Allen, S.K., Boschung, J., Nauels, A., Xia, Y., Bex, V., Midgley, P.M. (Eds.),
Climate Change 2013: the Physical Science Basis. Contribution of Working Group I to
the Fifth Assessment Report of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change.
Cambridge University Press, Cambridge, pp. 953–1028.
Kissling, W.D., Ahumada, J.A., Bowser, A., Fernandez, M., Fernández, N., García, E.A.,
Guralnick, R.P., Isaac, N.J.B., Kelling, S., Los, W., McRae, L., Mihoub, J.-B., Obst, M.,
Santamaria, M., Skidmore, A.K., Williams, K.J., Agosti, D., Amariles, D., Arvanitidis,
C., Bastin, L., De Leo, F., Egloﬀ, W., Elith, J., Hobern, D., Martin, D., Pereira, H.M.,
Pesole, G., Peterseil, J., Saarenmaa, H., Schigel, D., Schmeller, D.S., Segata, N., Turak,
E., Uhlir, P.F., Wee, B., Hardisty, A.R., 2018a. Building essential biodiversity vari-
ables (EBVs) of species distribution and abundance at a global scale. Biol. Rev. 93,
600–625. https://doi.org/10.1111/brv.12359.
Kissling, W.D., Dormann, C.F., Groeneveld, J., Hickler, T., Kuhn, I., McInerny, G.J.,
Montoya, J.M., Romermann, C., Schiﬀers, K., Schurr, F.M., Singer, A., Svenning, J.C.,
Zimmermann, N.E., O'Hara, R.B., 2012. Towards novel approaches to modelling
biotic interactions in multispecies assemblages at large spatial extents. J. Biogeogr.
39, 2163–2178. https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1365-2699.2011.02663.x.
Kissling, W.D., Hardisty, A., García, E.A., Santamaria, M., De Leo, F., Pesole, G., Freyhof,
J., Manset, D., Wissel, S., Konijn, J., Los, W., 2015. Towards global interoperability
for supporting biodiversity research on essential biodiversity variables (EBVs).
Biodiversity 16, 99–107. https://doi.org/10.1080/14888386.2015.1068709.
Kissling, W.D., Schleuning, M., 2015. Multispecies interactions across trophic levels at
macroscales: retrospective and future directions. Ecography 38, 346–357. https://
doi.org/10.1111/ecog.00819.
Kissling, W.D., Walls, R., Bowser, A., Jones, M.O., Kattge, J., Agosti, D., Amengual, J.,
Basset, A., Bodegom, P.M., Cornelissen, J.H.C., Denny, E.G., Deudero, S., Egloﬀ, W.,
Elmendorf, S.C., Garcia, E., Jones, K.D., Jones, O.R., Lavorel, S., Lear, D., Navarro,
L.M., Pawar, S., Pirzl, R., Rueger, N., Sal, S., Salguero-Gomez, R., Schigel, D., Schulz,
K.S., Skidmore, A., Guralnick, R.P., 2018b. Towards global data products of essential
biodiversity variables on species traits. Nat. Ecol. Evol. 2, 1531–1540. https://doi.
org/10.1038/s41559-018-0667-3.
Kosten, S., Vernooij, M., Van Nes, E.H., Sagrario, M.D.G., Clevers, J.G.P.W., Scheﬀer, M.,
2012. Bimodal transparency as an indicator for alternative states in South American
lakes. Freshw. Biol. 57, 1191–1201. https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1365-2427.2012.
02785.x.
Kramshøj, M., Vedel-Petersen, I., Schollert, M., Rinnan, A., Nymand, J., Ro-Poulsen, H.,
Rinnan, R., 2016. Large increases in Arctic biogenic volatile emissions are a direct
eﬀect of warming. Nat. Geosci. 9, 349–352. https://doi.org/10.1038/ngeo2692.
Kumar, P., Morawska, L., Martani, C., Biskos, G., Neophytou, M., Di Sabatino, S., Bell, M.,
Norford, L., Britter, R., 2015. The rise of low-cost sensing for managing air pollution
in cities. Environ. Int. 75, 199–205. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.envint.2014.11.019.
Kumschick, S., Bacher, S., Dawson, W., Heikkilä, J., Sendek, A., Pluess, T., Robinson, T.,
Kühn, I., 2012. A conceptual framework for prioritization of invasive alien species for
management according to their impact. NeoBiota 15, 69–100. https://doi.org/10.
3897/neobiota.15.3323.
Kumschick, S., Gaertner, M., M.V., Essl, F., Jeschke, J.M., Pyšek, P., Ricciardi, A., Bacher,
S., Blackburn, T.M., Dick, J.T.A., Evans, T., Hulme, P.E., Kühn, I., Mrugala, A., Pergl,
J., Rabitsch, W., Richardson, D.M., Sendek, A., Winter, M., 2015. Ecological impacts
of alien species: quantiﬁcation, scope, caveats, and recommendations. Bioscience 65,
55–63. https://doi.org/10.1093/biosci/biu193.
Lal, R., 2015. Restoring soil quality to m soil degradation. Sustainability-Basel 7,
5875–5895. https://doi.org/10.3390/su7055875.
Latombe, G., Pyšek, P., Jeschke, J.M., Blackburn, T.M., Bacher, S., Capinha, C., Costello,
M.J., Fernandez, M., Gregory, R.D., Hobern, D., Hui, C., Jetz, W., Kumschick, S.,
McGrannachan, C., Pergl, J., Roy, H.E., Scalera, R., Squires, Z.E., Wilson, J.R.U.,
Winter, M., Genovesi, P., McGeoch, M.A., 2017. A vision for global monitoring of
biological invasions. Biol. Conserv. 213, 295–308. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.biocon.
2016.06.013.
Lausch, A., Bannehr, L., Beckmann, M., Boehm, C., Feilhauer, H., Hacker, J.M., Heurich,
M. Musche, et al. Journal of Environmental Management 250 (2019) 109479
14
M., Jung, A., Klenke, R., Neumann, C., Pause, M., Rocchini, D., Schaepman, M.E.,
Schmidtlein, S., Schulz, K., Selsam, P., Settele, J., Skidmore, A.K., Cord, A.F., 2016.
Linking Earth Observation and taxonomic, structural and functional biodiversity:
local to ecosystem perspectives. Ecol. Indicat. 70, 317–339. https://doi.org/10.1016/
j.ecolind.2016.06.022.
Ledger, M.E., Milner, A.M., 2015. Extreme events in running waters. Freshw. Biol. 60,
2455–2460. https://doi.org/10.1111/fwb.12673.
Leibold, M.A., Holyoak, M., Mouquet, N., Amarasekare, P., Chase, J.M., Hoopes, M.F.,
Holt, R.D., Shurin, J.B., Law, R., Tilman, D., Loreau, M., Gonzalez, A., 2004. The
metacommunity concept: a framework for multi-scale community ecology. Ecol. Lett.
7, 601–613. https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1461-0248.2004.00608.x.
Leifeld, J., 2016. Current approaches neglect possible agricultural cutback under large-
scale organic farming. A comment to Ponisio et al. P Roy Soc B-Biol Sci 283 (1824),
20151623. https://doi.org/10.1098/rspb.2015.1623.
Lele, S., Springate-Baginski, O., Lakerveld, R., Deb, D., Dash, P., 2013. Ecosystem ser-
vices: origins, contributions, pitfalls, and alternatives. Conserv. Soc. 11, 343–358.
https://doi.org/10.4103/0972-4923.12575.
LTER-Europe, 2019. Long-Term Ecosystem Research Europe. http://www.lter-europe.
net/elter, Accessed date: 1 July 2019.
Lin, H., Hopmans, J.W., Richter, D.D., 2011. Interdisciplinary sciences in a global net-
work of critical zone observatories. Vadose Zone J. 10, 781–785. https://doi.org/10.
2136/vzj2011.0084.
Lindner, M., Fitzgerald, J.B., Zimmermann, N.E., Reyer, C., Delzon, S., van der Maaten, E.,
Schelhaas, M.J., Lasch, P., Eggers, J., van der Maaten-Theunissen, M., Suckow, F.,
Psomas, A., Poulter, B., Hanewinkel, M., 2014. Climate change and European forests:
what do we know, what are the uncertainties, and what are the implications for forest
management? J. Environ. Manag. 146, 69–83. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jenvman.
2014.07.030.
Lindroth, A., Lagergren, F., Grelle, A., Klemedtsson, L., Langvall, O., Weslien, P., Tuulik,
J., 2009. Storms can cause Europe-wide reduction in forest carbon sink. Glob. Chang.
Biol. 15, 346–355. https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1365-2486.2008.01719.x.
Loos, J., Abson, D.J., Chappell, M.J., Hanspach, J., Mikulcak, F., Tichit, M., Fischer, J.,
2014. Putting meaning back into “sustainable intensiﬁcation”. Front. Ecol. Environ.
12, 356–361. https://doi.org/10.1890/130157.
Mahon, M.B., Crist, T.O., 2019. Invasive earthworm and soil litter response to the ex-
perimental removal of white-tailed deer and an invasive shrub. Ecology 100, e02688.
https://doi.org/10.1002/ecy.2688.
Marcé, R., George, G., Buscarinu, P., Deidda, M., Dunalska, J., de Eyto, E., Flaim, G.,
Grossart, H.-P., Istvanovics, V., Lenhardt, M., Moreno-Ostos, E., Obrador, B.,
Ostrovsky, I., Pierson, D.C., Potužák, J., Poikane, S., Rinke, K., Rodríguez-Mozaz, S.,
Staehr, P.A., Šumberová, K., Waajen, G., Weyhenmeyer, G.A., Weathers, K.C., Zion,
M., Ibelings, B.W., Jennings, E., 2016. Automatic high frequency monitoring for
improved lake and reservoir management. Environ. Sci. Technol. 50, 10780–10794.
https://doi.org/10.1021/acs.est.6b01604.
McConnell, L.L., Kelly, I.D., Jones, R.L., 2017. Integrating technologies to minimize en-
vironmental impacts. In: Hester, R.E., Harrison, R.M. (Eds.), Agricultural Chemicals
and the Environment: Issues and Potential Solutions. The Royal Society of Chemistry,
pp. 1–19. https://doi.org/10.1039/9781782626916-00001.
McDowell, M., Bruland, G., Deenik, J., Grunwald, S., Knox, N., 2012. Soil total carbon
analysis in Hawaiian soils with visible, near-infrared and mid-infrared diﬀuse re-
ﬂectance spectroscopy. Geoderma 189–190, 312–320. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.
geoderma.2012.06.009.
McGeoch, M.A., Lythe, M.J., Henriksen, M.V., McGrannachan, C.M., 2015. Environmental
impact classiﬁcation for alien insects: a review of mechanisms and their biodiversity
outcomes. Curr Opin Insect Sci 12, 46–53. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.cois.2015.09.
004.
Meesenburg, H., Ahrends, B., Fleck, S., Wagner, M., Fortmann, H., Scheler, B., Klinck, U.,
Dammann, I., Eichhorn, J., Mindrup, M., Meiwes, K.J., 2016. Long-term changes of
ecosystem services at Soiling, Germany: recovery from acidiﬁcation, but increasing
nitrogen saturation? Ecol. Indicat. 65, 103–112. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ecolind.
2015.12.013.
Merlo, M., Croitoru, L., 2005. Concepts and methodology: a ﬁrst attempt towards quan-
tiﬁcation. In: Merlo, M., Croitoru, L. (Eds.), Valuing Mediterranean Forests: towards
Total Economic Value. CABI Publishing, Wallingford, UK, pp. 17–36. https://doi.org/
10.1079/9780851999975.0017.
Mirtl, M., Borer, E.T., Djukic, I., Forsius, M., Haubold, H., Hugo, W., Jourdan, J.,
Lindenmayer, D., McDowell, W.H., Muraoka, H., Orenstein, D.E., Pauw, J.C.,
Peterseil, J., Shibata, H., Wohner, C., Yu, X., Haase, P., 2018. Genesis, goals and
achievements of Long-Term Ecological Research at the global scale: a critical review
of ILTER and future directions. Sci. Total Environ. 626, 1439–1462. https://doi.org/
10.1016/j.scitotenv.2017.12.001.
Molina-Pico, A., Cuesta-Frau, D., Araujo, A., Alejandre, J., Rozas, A., 2016. Forest mon-
itoring and wildland early ﬁre detection by a hierarchical wireless sensor network. J
Sensors, 8325845. https://doi.org/10.1155/2016/8325845.
Mollenhauer, H., Kasner, M., Haase, P., Peterseil, J., Wohner, C., Frenzel, M., Mirtl, M.,
Schima, R., Bumberger, J., Zacharias, S., 2018. Long-term environmental monitoring
infrastructures in Europe: observations, measurements, scales, and socio-ecological
representativeness. Sci. Total Environ. 624, 968–978. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.
scitotenv.2017.12.095.
Moltchanov, S., Levy, I., Etzion, Y., Lerner, U., Broday, D.M., Fishbain, B., 2015. On the
feasibility of measuring urban air pollution by wireless distributed sensor networks.
Sci. Total Environ. 502, 537–547. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.scitotenv.2014.09.059.
Montoya, J.M., Donohue, I., Pimm, S.L., 2018. Planetary boundaries for biodiversity:
implausible science, pernicious policies. Trends Ecol. Evol. 33, 71–73. https://doi.
org/10.1016/j.tree.2017.10.004.
Mori, A.S., Furukawa, T., Sasaki, T., 2013. Response diversity determines the resilience of
ecosystems to environmental change. Biol. Rev. 88, 349–364. https://doi.org/10.
1111/brv.12004.
Mouillot, D., Bellwood, D.R., Baraloto, C., Chave, J., Galzin, R., Harmelin-Vivien, M.,
Kulbicki, M., Lavergne, S., Lavorel, S., Mouquet, N., Paine, C.E.T., Renaud, J.,
Thuiller, W., 2013a. Rare species support vulnerable functions in high-diversity
ecosystems. PLoS Biol. 11 (5), e1001569. https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pbio.
1001569.
Mouillot, D., Graham, N.A.J., Villeger, S., Mason, N.W.H., Bellwood, D.R., 2013b. A
functional approach reveals community responses to disturbances. Trends Ecol. Evol.
28, 167–177. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.tree.2012.10.004.
Mouthon, J., Daufresne, M., 2015. Resilience of mollusc communities of the River Saone
(eastern France) and its two main tributaries after the 2003 heatwave. Freshw. Biol.
60, 2571–2583. https://doi.org/10.1111/fwb.12540.
Navarro, L.M., Fernández, N., Guerra, C., Guralnick, R., Kissling, W.D., Londoño, M.C.,
Muller-Karger, F., Turak, E., Balvanera, P., Costello, M.J., Delavaud, A., El Serafy,
G.Y., Ferrier, S., Geijzendorﬀer, I., Geller, G.N., Jetz, W., Kim, E.S., Kim, H., Martin,
C.S., McGeoch, M.A., Mwampamba, T.H., Nel, J.L., Nicholson, E., Pettorelli, N.,
Schaepman, M.E., Skidmore, A., Pinto, I.S., Vergara, S., Vihervaara, P., Xu, H.G.,
Yahara, T., Gill, M., Pereira, H.M., 2017. Monitoring biodiversity change through
eﬀective global coordination. Curr Opin Env Sust 29, 158–169. https://doi.org/10.
1016/j.cosust.2018.02.005.
Nentwig, W., Bacher, S., Pyšek, P., M.V., Kumschick, S., 2016. The generic impact scoring
system (GISS): a standardized tool to quantify the impacts of alien species. Environ.
Monit. Assess. 188, 315. https://doi.org/10.1007/s10661-016-5321-4.
NEON, 2011. Science strategy. Enabling continental-scale ecological forecasting. The
National Environmental Ecological Observatory Network. https://www.neonscience.
org/sites/default/ﬁles/basic-page-ﬁles/NEON_Strategy_2011u2_0.pdf, Accessed date:
1 July 2019.
Nieto-Romero, M., Oteros-Rozas, E., Gonzalez, J.A., Martin-Lopez, B., 2014. Exploring the
knowledge landscape of ecosystem services assessments in Mediterranean agroeco-
systems: insights for future research. Environ. Sci. Policy 37, 121–133. https://doi.
org/10.1016/j.envsci.2013.09.003.
Norgaard, R.B., 2010. Ecosystem services: from eye-opening metaphor to complexity
blinder. Ecol. Econ. 69, 1219–1227. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ecolecon.2009.11.
009.
NutNet, 2019. Nutrient network. www.nutnet.org/, Accessed date: 1 July 2019.
Obrador, B., Jones, I.D., Jennings, E., 2016. NETLAKE Toolbox for the Analysis of High-
Frequency Data from Lakes. Technical Report. NETLAKE COST Action ES1201. .
http://eprints.dkit.ie/530/, Accessed date: 1 July 2019.
OECD, 2014. International Distributed Research Infrastructures: Issues and Options.
Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development, Global Science Forum.
https://www.oecd.org/science/international-distributed-research-infrastructures.
pdf, Accessed date: 1 July 2019.
Ogle, S.M., Breidt, F.J., Paustian, K., 2005. Agricultural management impacts on soil
organic carbon storage under moist and dry climatic conditions of temperate and
tropical regions. Biogeochemistry 72, 87–121. https://doi.org/10.1007/s10533-004-
0360-2.
Oliver, T.H., Heard, M.S., Isaac, N.J.B., Roy, D.B., Procter, D., Eigenbrod, F., Freckleton,
R., Hector, A., Orme, D.L., Petchey, O.L., Proenca, V., Raﬀaelli, D., Suttle, K.B., Mace,
G.M., Martin-Lopez, B., Woodcock, B.A., Bullock, J.M., 2015. Biodiversity and resi-
lience of ecosystem functions. Trends Ecol. Evol. 30, 673–684. https://doi.org/10.
1016/j.tree.2015.08.009.
Othman, M.F., Shazali, K., 2012. Wireless sensor network applications: a study in en-
vironment monitoring system. Procedia Engineering 41, 1204–1210. https://doi.org/
10.1016/j.proeng.2012.07.302.
Pace, M.L., Batt, R.D., Buelo, C.D., Carpenter, S.R., Cole, J.J., Kurtzweil, J.T., Wilkinson,
G.M., 2017. Reversal of a cyanobacterial bloom in response to early warnings. P Natl
Acad Sci USA 114, 352–357. https://doi.org/10.1073/pnas.1612424114.
Pagel, J., Anderson, B.J., O'Hara, R.B., Cramer, W., Fox, R., Jeltsch, F., Roy, D.B., Thomas,
C.D., Schurr, F.M., 2014. Quantifying range-wide variation in population trends from
local abundance surveys and widespread opportunistic occurrence records. Methods
Ecol. Evol. 5, 751–760. https://doi.org/10.1111/2041-210X.12221.
Pipoly, I., Bokony, V., Seress, G., Szabo, K., Liker, A., 2013. Eﬀects of extreme weather on
reproductive success in a temperate-breeding songbird. PLoS One 8 (11), e80033.
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0080033.
Pretty, J., Sutherland, W.J., Ashby, J., Auburn, J., Baulcombe, D., Bell, M., Bentley, J.,
Bickersteth, S., Brown, K., Burke, J., Campbell, H., Chen, K., Crowley, E., Crute, I.,
Dobbelaere, D., Edwards-Jones, G., Funes-Monzote, F., Godfray, H.C.J., Griﬀon, M.,
Gypmantisiri, P., Haddad, L., Halavatau, S., Herren, H., Holderness, M., Izac, A.M.,
Jones, M., Koohafkan, P., Lal, R., Lang, T., McNeely, J., Mueller, A., Nisbett, N.,
Noble, A., Pingali, P., Pinto, Y., Rabbinge, R., Ravindranath, N.H., Rola, A., Roling,
N., Sage, C., Settle, W., Sha, J.M., Luo, S.M., Simons, T., Smith, P., Strzepeck, K.,
Swaine, H., Terry, E., Tomich, T.P., Toulmin, C., Trigo, E., Twomlow, S., Vis, J.K.,
Wilson, J., Pilgrim, S., 2010. The top 100 questions of importance to the future of
global agriculture. Int. J. Agric. Sustain. 8, 219–236. https://doi.org/10.3763/ijas.
2010.0534.
Pyšek, P., Pergl, J., Essl, F., Lenzner, B., Dawson, W., Kreft, H., Weigelt, P., Winter, M.,
Kartesz, J., Nishino, M., Antonova, L.A., Barcelona, J.F., Cabezas, F.J., Cardenas, D.,
Cardenas-Toro, J., Castano, N., Chacon, E., Chatelain, C., Dullinger, S., Ebel, A.L.,
Figueiredo, E., Fuentes, N., Genovesi, P., Groom, Q.J., Henderson, L., Inderjit,
Kupriyanov, A., Masciadri, S., Maurel, N., Meerman, J., Morozova, O., Moser, D.,
Nickrent, D., Nowak, P.M., Pagad, S., Patzelt, A., Pelser, P.B., Seebens, H., Shu, W.S.,
Thomas, J., Velayos, M., Weber, E., Wieringa, J.J., Baptiste, M.P., van Kleunen, M.,
2017. Naturalized alien ﬂora of the world: species diversity, taxonomic and phylo-
genetic patterns, geographic distribution and global hotspots of plant invasion.
Preslia 89, 203–274. https://doi.org/10.23855/preslia.2017.203.
M. Musche, et al. Journal of Environmental Management 250 (2019) 109479
15
Rasmussen, P.E., Goulding, K.W.T., Brown, J.R., Grace, P.R., Janzen, H.H., Körschens, M.,
1998. Agroecosystem - long-term agroecosystem experiments: assessing agricultural
sustainability and global change. Science 282, 893–896. https://doi.org/10.1126/
science.282.5390.893.
Raudsepp-Hearne, C., Peterson, G.D., Bennett, E.M., 2010. Ecosystem service bundles for
analyzing tradeoﬀs in diverse landscapes. P Natl Acad Sci USA 107, 5242–5247.
https://doi.org/10.1073/pnas.0907284107.
Reuter, J.A., Spacek, D.V., Snyder, M.P., 2015. High-throughput sequencing technologies.
Mol. Cell 58, 586–597. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.molcel.2015.05.004.
Reyers, B., Folke C., Moore, M.-L., Biggs, R., Galaz, V., 2018. Social-ecological systems.
Insights for navigating the dynamics of the Anthropocene. Annu. Rev. Environ.
Resour. 43, 267–289. https://doi.org/10.1146/annurev-environ-110615-085349.
Ricciardi, A., Blackburn, T.M., Carlton, J.T., Dick, J.T.A., Hulme, P.E., Iacarella, J.C.,
Jeschke, J.M., Liebhold, A.M., Lockwood, J.L., MacIsaac, H.J., Pyšek, P., Richardson,
D.M., Ruiz, G.M., Simberloﬀ, D., Sutherland, W.J., Wardle, D.A., Aldridge, D.C.,
2017. Invasion Science: a Horizon scan of emerging challenges and opportunities.
Trends Ecol. Evol. 32, 464–474. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.tree.2017.03.007.
Rockström, J., Richardson, K., Steﬀen, W., Mace, G., 2018. Planetary boundaries: se-
parating fact from ﬁction. A response to Montoya et al. Trends Ecol. Evol. 33,
232–233. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.tree.2018.01.010.
Roland, J., Matter, S.F., 2013. Variability in winter climate and winter extremes reduces
population growth of an alpine butterﬂy. Ecology 94, 190–199. https://doi.org/10.
1890/12-0611.1.
Rosenbaum, U., Bogena, H.R., Herbst, M., Huisman, J.A., Peterson, T.J., Weuthen, A.,
Western, A.W., Vereecken, H., 2012. Seasonal and event dynamics of spatial soil
moisture patterns at the small catchment scale. Water Resour. Res. 48 W10544.
https://doi.org/10.1029/2011WR011518.
Roy, H.E., Brown, P.M.J., Adriaens, T., Berkvens, N., Borges, I., Clusella-Trullas, S.,
Comont, R.F., De Clercq, P., Eschen, R., Estoup, A., Evans, E.W., Facon, B., Gardiner,
M.M., Gil, A., Grez, A.A., Guillemaud, T., Haelewaters, D., Herz, A., Honek, A., Howe,
A.G., Hui, C., Hutchison, W.D., Kenis, M., Koch, R.L., Kulfan, J., Handley, L.L.,
Lombaert, E., Loomans, A., Losey, J., Lukashuk, A.O., Maes, D., Magro, A., Murray,
K.M., San Martin, G., Martinkova, Z., Minnaar, I.A., Nedved, O., Orlova-
Bienkowskaja, M.J., Osawa, N., Rabitsch, W., Ravn, H.P., Rondoni, G., Rorke, S.L.,
Ryndevich, S.K., Saethre, M.G., Sloggett, J.J., Soares, A.O., Stals, R., Tinsley, M.C.,
Vandereycken, A., van Wielink, P., Viglasova, S., Zach, P., Zakharov, I.A., Zaviezo, T.,
Zhao, Z.H., 2016. The harlequin ladybird, Harmonia axyridis: global perspectives on
invasion history and ecology. Biol. Invasions 18, 997–1044. https://doi.org/10.
1007/s10530-016-1077-6.
Saby, N.P.A., Bellamy, P.H., Morvan, X., Arrouays, D., Jones, R.J.A., Verheijen, F.G.A.,
Kibblewhite, M.G., Verdoodt, A., Berenyiuveges, J., Freudenschuss, A., Simota, C.,
2008. Will European soil-monitoring networks be able to detect changes in topsoil
organic carbon content? Glob. Chang. Biol. 14, 2432–2442. https://doi.org/10.1111/
j.1365-2486.2008.01658.x.
Schewe, J., Heinke, J., Gerten, D., Haddeland, I., Arnell, N.W., Clark, D.B., Dankers, R.,
Eisner, S., Fekete, B.M., Colon-Gonzalez, F.J., Gosling, S.N., Kim, H., Liu, X.C.,
Masaki, Y., Portmann, F.T., Satoh, Y., Stacke, T., Tang, Q.H., Wada, Y., Wisser, D.,
Albrecht, T., Frieler, K., Piontek, F., Warszawski, L., Kabat, P., 2014. Multimodel
assessment of water scarcity under climate change. P Natl Acad Sci USA 111,
3245–3250. https://doi.org/10.1073/pnas.1222460110.
Schimel, D., Keller, M., 2015. Big questions, big science: meeting the challenges of global
ecology. Oecologia 177, 925–934. https://doi.org/10.1007/s00442-015-3236-3.
Schmeller, D.S., Julliard, R., Bellingham, P.J., Bohm, M., Brummitt, N., Chiarucci, A.,
Couvet, D., Elmendorf, S., Forsyth, D.M., Moreno, J.G., Gregory, R.D., Magnusson,
W.E., Martin, L.J., McGeoch, M.A., Mihoub, J.B., Pereira, H.M., Proenca, V., van
Swaay, C.A.M., Yahara, T., Belnap, J., 2015. Towards a global terrestrial species
monitoring program. J. Nat. Conserv. 25, 51–57. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jnc.2015.
03.003.
Schmidt, M.W.I., Torn, M.S., Abiven, S., Dittmar, T., Guggenberger, G., Janssens, I.A.,
Kleber, M., Kögel-Knabner, I., Lehmann, J., Manning, D.A.C., Nannipieri, P., Rasse,
D.P., Weiner, S., Trumbore, S.E., 2011. Persistence of soil organic matter as an eco-
system property. Nature 478, 49–56. https://doi.org/10.1038/nature10386.
Scholes, R.J., 2016. Climate change and ecosystem services. Wires Clim Change 7,
537–550. https://doi.org/10.1002/wcc.404.
Seebens, H., Blackburn, T.M., Dyer, E.E., Genovesi, P., Hulme, P.E., Jeschke, J.M., Pagad,
S., Pyšek, P., Winter, M., Arianoutsou, M., Bacher, S., Blasius, B., Brundu, G.,
Capinha, C., Celesti-Grapow, L., Dawson, W., Dullinger, S., Fuentes, N., Jager, H.,
Kartesz, J., Kenis, M., Kreft, H., Kühn, I., Lenzner, B., Liebhold, A., Mosena, A., Moser,
D., Nishino, M., Pearman, D., Pergl, J., Rabitsch, W., Rojas-Sandoval, J., Roques, A.,
Rorke, S., Rossinelli, S., Roy, H.E., Scalera, R., Schindler, S., Stajerova, K., Tokarska-
Guzik, B., van Kleunen, M., Walker, K., Weigelt, P., Yamanaka, T., Essl, F., 2017. No
saturation in the accumulation of alien species worldwide. Nat. Commun. 8, 14435.
https://doi.org/10.1038/ncomms14435.
Seidl, R., Schelhaas, M.J., Rammer, W., Verkerk, P.J., 2014. Increasing forest disturbances
in Europe and their impact on carbon storage. Nat. Clim. Chang. 4, 806–810. https://
doi.org/10.1038/nclimate2318.
Settele, J., Scholes, R.J., Betts, R., Bunn, S., Leadley, P., Nepstad, D., Overpeck, J.T.,
Taboada, M.A., 2014. Terrestrial and inland water systems. In: Field, C.B., Barros,
V.R., Dokken, D.J., Mach, K.J., Mastrandrea, M.D., Bilir, T.E., Chatterjee, M., Ebi,
K.L., Estrada, Y.O., Genova, R.C., Girma, B., Kissel, E.S., Levy, A.N., MacCracken, S.,
Mastrandrea, P.R., White, L.L. (Eds.), Climate Change 2014: Impacts, Adaptation, and
Vulnerability. Part A: Global and Sectoral Aspects. Contribution of Working Group II
to the Fifth Assessment Report of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change.
Cambridge University Press, Cambridge, pp. 271–360.
Seufert, V., Ramankutty, N., Foley, J.A., 2012. Comparing the yields of organic and
conventional agriculture. Nature 485, 229–232. https://doi.org/10.1038/
nature11069.
Shackleton, R.T., Angelstam, P., van der Waal, B., Elbakidze, M., 2017. Progress made in
managing and valuing ecosystem services: a horizon scan of gaps in research, man-
agement and governance. Ecosyst Serv 27, 232–241. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.
ecoser.2016.11.020.
Shibata, H., Branquinho, C., McDowell, W.H., Mitchell, M.J., Monteith, D.T., Tang, J.W.,
Arvola, L., Cruz, C., Cusack, D.F., Halada, L., Kopacek, J., Maguas, C., Sajidu, S.,
Schubert, H., Tokuchi, N., Zahora, J., 2015. Consequence of altered nitrogen cycles in
the coupled human and ecological system under changing climate: the need for long-
term and site-based research. Ambio 44, 178–193. https://doi.org/10.1007/s13280-
014-0545-4.
Simberloﬀ, D., Alexander, J., Allendorf, F., Aronson, J., Antunes, P.M., Bacher, S.,
Bardgett, R., Bertolino, S., Bishop, M., Blackburn, T.M., Blakeslee, A., Blumenthal, D.,
Bortolus, A., Buckley, R., Buckley, Y., Byers, J., Callaway, R.M., Campbell, F.,
Campbell, K., Campbell, M., Carlton, J.T., Cassey, P., Catford, J., Celesti-Grapow, L.,
Chapman, J., Clark, P., Clewell, A., Clode, J.C., Chang, A., Chytry, M., Clout, M.,
Cohen, A., Cowan, P., Cowie, R.H., Crall, A.W., Crooks, J., Deveney, M., Dixon, K.,
Dobbs, F.C., Duﬀy, D.C., Duncan, R., Ehrlich, P.R., Eldredge, L., Evenhuis, N., Fausch,
K.D., Feldhaar, H., Firn, J., Fowler, A., Galil, B., Garcia-Berthou, E., Geller, J.,
Genovesi, P., Gerber, E., Gherardi, F., Gollasch, S., Gordon, D., Graham, J., Gribben,
P., Griﬀen, B., Grosholz, E.D., Hewitt, C., Hierro, J.L., Hulme, P., Hutchings, P.,
Jarosik, V., Jeschke, J.M., Johnson, C., Johnson, L., Johnston, E.L., Jones, C.G.,
Keller, R., King, C.M., Knols, B.G.J., Kollmann, J., Kompas, T., Kotanen, P.M.,
Kowarik, I., Kühn, I., Kumschick, S., Leung, B., Liebhold, A., MacIsaac, H., Mack, R.,
McCullough, D.G., McDonald, R., Merritt, D.M., Meyerson, L., Minchin, D., Mooney,
H.A., Morisette, J.T., Moyle, P., Heinz, M.S., Murray, B.R., Nehring, S., Nelson, W.,
Nentwig, W., Novak, S.J., Occhipinti, A., Ojaveer, H., Osborne, B., Ostfeld, R.S.,
Parker, J., Pederson, J., Pergl, J., Phillips, M.L., Pyšek, P., Rejmanek, M., Ricciardi,
A., Ricotta, C., Richardson, D., Rilov, G., Ritchie, E., Robertson, P.A., Roman, J., Ruiz,
G., Schaefer, H., Schaﬀelke, B., Schierenbeck, K.A., Schmitz, D.C., Schwindt, E., Seeb,
J., Smith, L.D., Smith, G.F., Stohlgren, T., Strayer, D.L., Strong, D., Sutherland, W.J.,
Therriault, T., Thuiller, W., Torchin, M., van der Putten, W.H., M, V., Von Holle, B.,
Wallentinus, I., Wardle, D., Williamson, M., Wilson, J., Winter, M., Wolfe, L.M.,
Wright, J., Wonham, M., Zabin, C., Signatories, 2011. Non-natives: 141 scientists
object. Nature 475 36-36. https://doi.org/10.1038/475036a.
Simberloﬀ, D., Martin, J.L., Genovesi, P., Maris, V., Wardle, D.A., Aronson, J.,
Courchamp, F., Galil, B., Garcia-Berthou, E., Pascal, M., Pyšek, P., Sousa, R.,
Tabacchi, E., Vilà, M., 2013. Impacts of biological invasions: what's what and the way
forward. Trends Ecol. Evol. 28, 58–66. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.tree.2012.07.013.
Skidmore, A.K., Pettorelli, N., Coops, N.C., Geller, G.N., Hansen, M., Lucas, R., Mucher,
C.A., O'Connor, B., Paganini, M., Pereira, H.M., Schaepman, M.E., Turner, W., Wang,
T.J., Wegmann, M., 2015. Environmental science: agree on biodiversity metrics to
track from space. Nature 523, 403–405. https://doi.org/10.1038/523403a.
Smith, M.D., 2011. An ecological perspective on extreme climatic events: a synthetic
deﬁnition and framework to guide future research. J. Ecol. 99, 656–663. https://doi.
org/10.1111/j.1365-2745.2011.01798.x.
Smokorowski, K.E., Randall, R.G., 2017. Cautions on using the Before-After-Control-
Impact design in environmental eﬀects monitoring programs. FACETS 2, 212–232.
https://doi.org/10.1139/facets-2016-0058.
Soliveres, S., van der Plas, F., Manning, P., Prati, D., Gossner, M.M., Renner, S.C., Alt, F.,
Arndt, H., Baumgartner, V., Binkenstein, J., Birkhofer, K., Blaser, S., Blüthgen, N.,
Boch, S., Böhm, S., Borschig, C., Buscot, F., Diekötter, T., Heinze, J., Hölzel, N., Jung,
K, Klaus, V.H., Kleinebecker, T., Klemmer, S., Krauss, J., Lange, M., Morris, E.K.,
Müller, J., Oelmann, Y., Overmann, J., Pasalic, E., Rillig, M.C., Schaefer, H.M.,
Schloter, M., Schmitt, B., Schöning, I., Schrumpf, M., Sikorski, J., Socher, S.A., Solly,
E.F., Sonnemann, I., Sorkau, E., Steckel, J., Steﬀan-Dewenter, I., Stempfhuber, B.,
Tschapka, M., Türke, M., Venter, P.C., Weiner, C.N., Weisser, W.W., Werner, M.,
Westphal, C., Wilcke, W., Wolters, V., Wubet, T., Wurst, S., Fischer, M., Allan, E.,
2016. Biodiversity at multiple trophic levels is needed for ecosystem multi-
functionality. Nature 536, 456–459. https://doi.org/10.1038/nature19092.
Spiesman, B.J., Stapper, A.P., Inouye, B.D., 2018. Patch size, isolation, and matrix eﬀects
on biodiversity and ecosystem functioning in a landscape microcosm. Ecosphere 9,
e02173. https://doi.org/10.1002/ecs2.2173.
Steﬀen, W., Richardson, K., Rockstrom, J., Cornell, S.E., Fetzer, I., Bennett, E.M., Biggs,
R., Carpenter, S.R., de Vries, W., de Wit, C.A., Folke, C., Gerten, D., Heinke, J., Mace,
G.M., Persson, L.M., Ramanathan, V., Reyers, B., Sorlin, S., 2015. Planetary bound-
aries: guiding human development on a changing planet. Science 347 (6223),
1259855. https://doi.org/10.1126/science.1259855.
Stewart-Oaten, A., Murdoch, W.W., Parker, K.R., 1986. Environmental-impact assessment
- pseudoreplication in time. Ecology 67, 929–940. https://doi.org/10.2307/
1939815.
Sutherland, W.J., Clout, M., Depledge, M., Dicks, L.V., Dinsdale, J., Entwistle, A.C.,
Fleishman, E., Gibbons, D.W., Keim, B., Lickorish, F.A., Monk, K.A., Ockendon, N.,
Peck, L.S., Pretty, J., Rockström, J., Spalding, M.D., Tonneijck, F.H., Wintle, B.C.,
2015. A horizon scan of global conservation issues for 2015. Trends Ecol. Evol. 30,
17–24. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.tree.2014.11.002.
Sutherland, W.J., Fleishman, E., Mascia, M.B., Pretty, J., Rudd, M.A., 2011. Methods for
collaboratively identifying research priorities and emerging issues in science and
policy. Methods Ecol. Evol. 2, 238–247.
Svenning, J.-C., Fitzpatrick, M.C., Normand, S., Graham, C.H., Pearman, P.B., Iverson,
L.R., Skov, F., 2010. Geography, topography, and history aﬀect realized-to-potential
tree species richness patterns in Europe. Ecography 33, 1070–1080. https://doi.org/
10.1111/j.1600-0587.2010.06301.x.
Taylor, R.G., Scanlon, B., Döll, P., Rodell, M., van Beek, R., Wada, Y., Longuevergne, L.,
Leblanc, M., Famiglietti, J.S., Edmunds, M., Konikow, L., Green, T.R., Chen, J.Y.,
Taniguchi, M., Bierkens, M.F.P., MacDonald, A., Fan, Y., Maxwell, R.M., Yechieli, Y.,
M. Musche, et al. Journal of Environmental Management 250 (2019) 109479
16
Gurdak, J.J., Allen, D.M., Shamsudduha, M., Hiscock, K., Yeh, P.J.F., Holman, I.,
Treidel, H., 2013. Ground water and climate change. Nat. Clim. Chang. 3, 322–329.
https://doi.org/10.1038/nclimate1744.
TERN, 2013. TERN Science Enabling Plan 2013-2025: Transforming Australian
Ecosystem Science. TERN Terrestrial Ecosystem Research Network. https://www.
tern.org.au/rs/7/sites/998/user_uploads/File/TERN%20Science%20Enabling
%20Plan_v1_WEB.pdf, Accessed date: 1 July 2019.
Thomas, R.Q., Brookshire, E.N.J., Gerber, S., 2015. Nitrogen limitation on land: how can
it occur in Earth system models? Glob. Chang. Biol. 21, 1777–1793. https://doi.org/
10.1111/gcb.12813.
Thompson, R.M., Beardall, J., Beringer, J., Grace, M., Sardina, P., 2013. Means and ex-
tremes: building variability into community-level climate change experiments. Ecol.
Lett. 16, 799–806. https://doi.org/10.1111/ele.12095.
Tilman, D., Isbell, F., Cowles, J.M., 2014. Biodiversity and ecosystem functioning. Annu.
Rev. Ecol. Evol. Syst. 45, 471–493. https://doi.org/10.1146/annurev-ecolsys-
120213-091917.
Tonkin, J.D., Heino, J., Sundermann, A., Haase, P., Jahnig, S.C., 2016. Context de-
pendency in biodiversity patterns of central German stream metacommunities.
Freshw. Biol. 61, 607–620. https://doi.org/10.1111/fwb.12728.
Tscharntke, T., Clough, Y., Wanger, T.C., Jackson, L., Motzke, I., Perfecto, I., Vandermeer,
J., Whitbread, A., 2012a. Global food security, biodiversity conservation and the
future of agricultural intensiﬁcation. Biol. Conserv. 151, 53–59. https://doi.org/10.
1016/j.biocon.2012.01.068.
Tscharntke, T., Tylianakis, J.M., Rand, T.A., Didham, R.K., Fahrig, L., Batary, P.,
Bengtsson, J., Clough, Y., Crist, T.O., Dormann, C.F., Ewers, R.M., Frund, J., Holt,
R.D., Holzschuh, A., Klein, A.M., Kleijn, D., Kremen, C., Landis, D.A., Laurance, W.,
Lindenmayer, D., Scherber, C., Sodhi, N., Steﬀan-Dewenter, I., Thies, C., van der
Putten, W.H., Westphal, C., 2012b. Landscape moderation of biodiversity patterns
and processes - eight hypotheses. Biol. Rev. 87, 661–685. https://doi.org/10.1111/j.
1469-185X.2011.00216.x.
United Nations, 2015. Transforming Our World: the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development. Resolution Adopted by the General Assembly on 25 September 2015.
A/RES/70/1. https://www.unfpa.org/sites/default/ﬁles/resource-pdf/Resolution_
A_RES_70_1_EN.pdf, Accessed date: 1 July 2019.
van der Linde, S., Suz, L.M., Orme, C.D.L., Cox, F., Andreae, H., Asi, E., Atkinson, B.,
Benham, S., Carroll, C., Cools, N., De Vos, B., Dietrich, H.-P., Eichhorn, J., Gehrmann,
J., Grebenc, T., Gweon, H.S., Hansen, K., Jacob, F., Kristöfel, F., Lech, P., Manninger,
M., Martin, J., Meesenburg, H., Merilä, P., Nicolas, M., Pavlenda, P., Rautio, P.,
Schaub, M., Schröck, H.-W., Seidling, W., Šrámek, V., Thimonier, A., Thomsen, I.M.,
Titeux, H., Vanguelova, E., Verstraeten, A., Vesterdal, L., Waldner, P., Wijk, S.,
Zhang, Y., Žlindra, D., Bidartondo, M.I., 2018. Environment and host as large-scale
controls of ectomycorrhizal fungi. Nature 558, 243–248. https://doi.org/10.1038/
s41586-018-0189-9.
Vaz, A.S., Castro-Díez, P., Godoy, O., Álonso, A., Vilà, M., Saldana, A., Marchante, H.,
Bayon, Á., Silva, J.S., Vicente, J.R., Honrado, J.P., 2018. An indicator-based approach
to analyse the eﬀects of non-native tree species on multiple cultural ecosystem ser-
vices. Ecol. Indicat. 85, 48–56. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ecolind.2017.10.009.
Vilà, M., Hulme, P., 2017. Impact of Biological Invasions on Ecosystem Services. Springer
International Publishing.
Walters, M., Scholes, R.J., 2017. The GEO Handbook on Biodiversity Observation
Networks. Springer International Publishing.
White, T., Brantley, S., Banwart, S., Chorover, J., Dietrich, W., Derry, L., Lohse, K.,
Anderson, S., Aufdendkampe, A., Bales, R., Kumar, P., Richter, D., McDowell, B.,
2015. The role of critical zone observatories in critical zone science. In: In: Giardino,
J.R., Houser, C. (Eds.), Developments in Earth Surface Processes, vol. 19. Elsevier, pp.
15–78. https://doi.org/10.1016/B978-0-444-63369-9.00002-I.
Winiwarter, W., Hettelingh, J.-P., Bouwman, A.F., De Vries, W., Erisman, J.W., Galloway,
J., Klimont, Z., Leach, A., Leip, A., Pallière, C., Schneider, U.A., Spranger, T., Sutton,
M.A., Svirejeva-Hopkins, A., Van der Hoek, K.W., Witzke, P., 2011. Future scenarios
of nitrogen in Europe. In: Sutton, M.A., Howard, C.M., Erisman, J.W., Billen, G.,
Bleeker, A., Grennfelt, P., van GrinsvenH, Grizzetti, B. (Eds.), The European Nitrogen
Assessment. Cambridge University Press, Cambridge, pp. 551–569.
Wisz, M.S., Pottier, J., Kissling, W.D., Pellissier, L., Lenoir, J., Damgaard, C.F., Dormann,
C.F., Forchhammer, M.C., Grytnes, J.A., Guisan, A., Heikkinen, R.K., Høye, T.T.,
Kühn, I., Luoto, M., Maiorano, L., Nilsson, M.C., Normand, S., Öckinger, E., Schmidt,
N.M., Termansen, M., Timmermann, A., Wardle, D.A., Aastrup, P., Svenning, J.C.,
2013. The role of biotic interactions in shaping distributions and realised assemblages
of species: implications for species distribution modelling. Biol. Rev. 88, 15–30.
https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1469-185X.2012.00235.x.
Woodward, G., Bonada, N., Brown, L.E., Death, R.G., Durance, I., Gray, C., Hladyz, S.,
Ledger, M.E., Milner, A.M., Ormerod, S.J., Thompson, R.M., Pawar, S., 2016. The
eﬀects of climatic ﬂuctuations and extreme events on running water ecosystems.
Philos T R Soc B 371, 20150274. https://doi.org/10.1098/rstb.2015.0274.
Woziwoda, B., Potocki, M., Sagan, J., Michal, Z., Tomusiak, R., Wilczynski, S., 2014.
Commercial forestry as a vector of alien tree species - the case of Quercus rubra L.
introduction in Poland. Balt. For. 20, 131–141.
Wu, H., Li, Z.L., 2009. Scale issues in remote sensing: a review on analysis, processing and
modeling. Sensors 9, 1768–1793. https://doi.org/10.3390/s90301768.
Zhu, Z.C., Piao, S.L., Myneni, R.B., Huang, M.T., Zeng, Z.Z., Canadell, J.G., Ciais, P., Sitch,
S., Friedlingstein, P., Arneth, A., Cao, C.X., Cheng, L., Kato, E., Koven, C., Li, Y., Lian,
X., Liu, Y.W., Liu, R.G., Mao, J.F., Pan, Y.Z., Peng, S.S., Penuelas, J., Poulter, B., Pugh,
T.A.M., Stocker, B.D., Viovy, N., Wang, X.H., Wang, Y.P., Xiao, Z.Q., Yang, H., Zaehle,
S., Zeng, N., 2016. Greening of the Earth and its drivers. Nat. Clim. Chang. 6,
791–795. https://doi.org/10.1038/nclimate3004.
M. Musche, et al. Journal of Environmental Management 250 (2019) 109479
17
